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our Daily Prayers are _— only on the Tenets of thole, 


ble, lowly, penitent and obedient Heart: can underſtand what our 


that deny or explain away the New Birth and its great Mark 
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REAS I have afferted here, that the Litzrgyof our Bug 
VI Church is not to be underſtood but on thoſe Golpeſs 
Principles which this unbe/ieving Age have found out a new 
Name of Reproach for [Methedi/m] ſuch are a deep Convitiew of 
Sin, ſuch a Senſe of the Owerflowings of Ungodline/i, of the Pains 
of Hell as It deteſts under the Name, Di/pair — ſuch a profit 
orgivencſ; of Sins—ſuch a preſent Saluatia from the Pour or 
even Indivelling of Sin, call'd in Scripture 7u/tification and Sancs 
tification ; but by the World, Preſumption and Blaſphemy, 
Whereas I may be thought to have gone 100 far, in ſaying that 


whom the World revile and ſay all Manner of Evil of 6 
their Lord's Sake: for that our Service was compiled by Beke 
vers for Believers only; and for Believers in all States, whether 
under the Frowns of the World, or the Pangs of Conviction, 
or the Triumphs of Faith. Whereas, I ſay, F have gone ſo far; 
I have ſince thought, that ſo round an 4ſſertion, may be call'd 
upon for Prooſs. I therefore give two or three Inſtances for all, 
as this Occaſion admits, CE IT 

Who then that denies our Goſpel-Principle of a pre/ent Forgin- 
neſs of Sins, on a true Repentance ; and the Confeſſion of an hun- 


Church means in her pathetic Exhortation by theſe Words, or 
indeed the End of ſuch Confefſion, or yet the Deſign of ſuch Af 
ſembling or Meeting together? Who on any other Principle can, 
without mocking Gop and laughing in his Face, pray him 10 
reſtore them that are penitent, according to his Promiſes declared 
unto Mankind in Chriſt Feſu our Lord ? Who that denies the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins in this Life (without which as there is 'no 
Love of, ſo there can be no Peace with Goo, Luke vii. 47. 
Rom. v. 1.) can pray in our Church's Words for his perfe 
Love, or that the Lamb of Gop which taketh away (the 

and Pollution of) Sin, awould grant us his Peace? Who, again, 


the committing no Sin [ i John iii. g.] can without Contempt of 
Gop's Word and plain Deriſion of our Divine Service, uſe that 
daily Prayer, Vouthſafe, O Lord, to keep us this Day without Sin: 
Grant that this Day we ſhall fall into no Sin; or that the reft of 
our Life hereafter may be pure and holy. For my Part, I believe 
with our Church, and therefore I pray with her, that God will 
be merciful unto me and forgive me my Sins—that it will pleaſe 
him to ſave and defend me in all Dang ers, as well Ghoſtly as 
Bodily——that he wi e from all Sin and Wickedneſ:, from 
„ Aan Everlaſting Death. And this, I 
A he will do, of his Mercy and 

ole La. feſhs Chriſt, | 
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(1.) HE Meaning fo much by Religion, as that 
it is the devoting again (a) the whole Man 
to Gob, the Loving him with All our Heart, with 
All our Mind, with All our Soul, with All aur 
Strength ; that it is Holineſs and Happineſs ; for is 
not this Holineſs (5) or Saintſhip (c) (though inſpir'd 
by the moſt Holy) become a Term of Reproach ? 
and are there not Thouſands who (ſufficiently hap. 
py in their idol Luſts, their more Gods then one) de- 
ſire not to be ſo happy? to ſay that Chriſtianity 
is an Unction from above, an Inſpiration of the Holy 
Spirit cleanſing the Thoughts of our Hearts, and re- 
ſtoring the Jet Image of Gop in the Soul; for do 
not all Men of Senſe look upon this Inſpiration 
(whatever Notions ſome ſimple ones of old might 
have of 1t) as a Thing that we have no need of 'in 
theſe learned and refined Ages ?=— the Under- 
ſtanding /o, much by Sin as that it is a Participation 
of the Nature of the Devil, of the unclean Spirit (d) 
in all Shapes, as Grace is a Partaking of the Divine 
Nature (e) that this Sin is the Complexion of eve 
unrenewed Heart, notwithſtanding all the Force of 
human Education, or heathen Morality, and odious 
to the Searcher of Hearts, though Temptation, Oc- 
caſion, or outward Circumſtances be wanting to 
duce the latent Evil into act the Underſtanding 
fo much by Salvation, as that it is a preſent Redemp- 


(a) Relizo to bind again. rr 15, 16. 
(c) 1 Cor. i. 2. {d) Luke viii. 26—37. John vii. 44. 
(% 2 Pet. i. iv. I * K, . 
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tion from Sin and Satan; a Redemption from the 


1 
. 


two great Evils of the Fall, Guilt and Pollution.—— 


By Juſtification, that it is a ſure Truſt and Confidence, 


that my Sins are forgiven me, and that I am reſtared 
and reconciled to the Favour of Gop (f). That it is 


a Reverſing the Sentence, In the Day that thou eateſt 
thereof thou ſhall ſurely die; that it is Pardon and 


Peace with Gop——the Underſtanding . by Faith, 


that it is a Divine Power, or the Gift of Gop (g) 


that it is the Evidence of Things not ſeen, the Evidence 


of them, I ſay, becauſe promiſed by the Gop of 
Truth, who cannot lye: the Subſtance of Things hoped 


for, (S) or the now laying-hand-on, the Poſſeſſing all 


the Bleſſings of Chriſt's Mediation, ſunim'g up, in 
Pardon (or Forgiveneſs) and Holineſi ; in a Word, 


that it is peculiarly that Grace whereby we do appre- 


bend and take bold upon the Promiſes of Gop, touch- 


ing the free Pardon and Forgiveneſs of our Sins (i): 
The daring to aſſert, that neither Morality nor Ci- 
vility are Chriſtianity ; for that Chriſtianity is infi- 
nitely above the moſt exalted Ethic Virtue; and 
that though every Chriſtian is ftri#ly Moral, yet 


every moral Man is not a Chriſtian.— The preſum- 
ing to ſay, that any are Unbelievers in a Country 


where Chriſtianity is generally profeſſed, though 
there. be ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes, though without 
inward holy Tempers (or at the leaſt an uneaſy Senſe 
of our want of them, and an unſati qed Thirſt af- 
ter them) and outward good Works flowing from 
them (flowing from the Love of Gop) as tits 
FRUITS (, there is no Faith; though there be 
all the ſcriptural Marks of Unbelief in Men of all 
Denominations, ſacred, civil, and propbane; though 


. Covetouſneſs (that Idolatry) or Love of the World, 


and Profaneſs, and Perjury, and Injuſtice, and Senſu- 


of þ See Hom: on 7 (6) Eph. ii. 8. a, i. 29. 
) Heb. xi. 1. i nd Hom, on Repentance. & ) See 
the 1 2th Article. © | w / | 
ality 
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PREFACE: ii 
aliy overſpread the whole Land as a Flood—— the 
daring to ſay, that the Doctrines of the Church of 
England are neither preached nor practiſed (gene- 


rally) — ſo many Pulpits and Lives witneſs 
— and though nine out of ten of all the Ser- 


mons that have been publiſhed for ſome Years, - 


prove it beyond Diſpute, if compared with the Li- 
turgy, Articles, and Homilies of our excellent 
Church the faying, in ſhort, that the Chriſtian 
Religion requires Perfection or the Love of Gor with 
all the Heart, or a Soul in whom the Love of Gop is 
perfected (1)—the ſaying, that the Chriſtian Religion, 
as diſtinguiſhed from what, alas ! is now every where 
taken for it, (a bare" Rational or beathen Morality, ) is 
an Inward, Almighty Power. (for all Things are 
Poſſible to him that beligveth) creating Man a- new in 
his original Rectitude, converting the inmoſt Soul, 
and breaking out into Love and Obedience to Gop 
and Man (n). The aſſerting theſe and ſuch like 
Things, though from Scripture, from our old Re- 
formed Church, and from Matter of Fact, muſt be 
going too far? Why ? becauſe all the World, 
both good and bad, both Phariſees and Sadduces (n) 
are offended at them (0). 5 
(2.) But does this Mountain of Contradiction 
make for us, or againſt us? Does it ſhew whoſe 


i John ii, 5. 1 John iv. 12. 

(m) Bleſſed be Gop for the Beginnings of a reſtored Dil. 
cipline to his Eng/;/þ Church! Our Brethren Meſleys would 
as ſoon permit a Thief, a Murderer, a common Swearer or 
Blaſphemer of Gop, a Fornicator, or a Drunkard, to continue 
in their Body bands as they would a Tranſgreſſor of the Laws of 
the Land, or one who defrauds the King of. his Duties. Thy 
render to Ceſar tbe Things that are Caeſar's, ar unto Gon the 


Things that are Gob' s. They cannot rob their Father and ſay 


it is no Tranſere/ſion. As they cannot re the Ordinance of 

God, ſo are they not only ſtrict in N Obedience to his 

Majeſty, but in rendering to all their Dues, Tribute to whom Tri- 
bute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, &. 

(n) Mat. xvi. i, Luke xxiii. 12. 6 Luke vi. 22, 26. 
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Diſciples we are, or want to be, or does it not? 


how undefignedly, yea, how maliciouſly does the World 
confer upon us, and entitle us to, our Lord's Blef- 


ſing (p). But hold, Sir, “ the World is'now Chri- 


« ſtian, and therefore does not unjuſtiy cenſure 
« you.” And is this World Chriſtian indeed, that 
is, anointed with the Spirit of Gop, or does it only 
think ſo? or does it not rather deſire, to think no- 
thing at all of the Matter? or, perhaps, does it not 
know that ſo much is implied in the Word 
CHRISTIAN? or is not this alſo * going 100 far? 
If the World be Chriſtian indeed, (which without 
that CHRISM, that Union, that Inſpiration (q) 
which it profeſſedly deſpiſes, it cannot be) it is ſome- 
thing extraordinary, unleſs Chriſtianity be but a bare 
Name. Our Lord ſays, the World could not receive 


the Truth in his Days (7). And does it now, after 


ſo continued an Abuſe of Grace ? after ſo barefaced a 
Contempt of the finiſhing Work of\ Redemption, 
the Gift or Indwelling of the Holy Ghoſt, which is 
every Believer's purchaſed Right (s)? after that the 
Spirit of Gor and of Glory is on its Part ſo evil ſhuken 

0 3115p 


Mat. v. 11, 12. | A 


9 See our Church's Senſe of this Divine Gift in almoſt a// 


her Prayers, particularly thoſe for the King, the Royal Family, 
and the Clergy (as well Archbiſhops and Biſhops as other Paſtors 
and Curates) her Colle&s at the Beginning of the Communion- 
Office; for Whicſunday ; for the fifth Sunday after Eaſter ; for 
the gth aud 19th after Trinity ; her Form of publiſhing the 
Goſpel Terms of Salvation; of declaring and pronouncing to 
All (let them have been never fo great Sinners, provided they 
truly r:pent and unſtignedly believe] the Forgiveneſs of their Sins ; 
and above all in her Divine Office of Confirmation. 

(r) John xiv. 17.—xv. 18, 19, 20, 21. | | 
See Confirmation-Office. Were Children duly prepared 
for Confirmation by thoſe [ God-fathers and God-mothers] who 
ſolemnly undertake to do it, were they taught the Senſe ot their 
Catechiſm every Sunday and Holiday according to Canon; and 
were this Office adminiſtered frequently and paroch ally as the 
Children in every Pariſh came to a competent Age, eſpeciaily were 
ry it 


P DEFA 
of (1) ? For my Part I need no other Proof, that 
Chriſtianity (to which the World has given a new 
Name of Reproack) is preached. by the Fhoiiſb, the 
Weak, the Baſe, the Deſpiſed, than that it is ſo uni- 
verſally oppoſed by ſuch a World 

(3.) But after all, I muſt confeſa, this Argument 
concludes not; for, (O ſubtle Serpent ! O deceirful 
Heart!) who are of the World?! this World that 
lyeth in the wicked One ? why, no Body. For, the? 
all, all Orders and Degrees of Men are happy in the 
Creature, happy in their promiſed Independence on 
Gop (u), though happy, I ſay, all Men are in the 
Riches, the Honours, the Pleaſures of this Life (ſome 
more decently as they think, others more freely, and 
with leſs Hypocriſy) yet all, all argue themſelves out 
of the World, To be ſure none are of this World - 
that knoweth not Cbriſt (w); much leſs are they of 
this World that bateth him (&. ra 56 

(4.) But again : To ſay that our Church means 
. ſo much by her preſent Feſtival, as #hat Chriſt was 
born, that wwe may be born again; or that ſhe intends 
by her other ſolemn Seaſons, that his Merits, ALL 
that He was (as Mediator) ſhould be applied and 
brought home to our Souls ;—that his Circumciſion, his 
Epiphany, his Preſentation. in the Temple, his Con- 
ception, his Faſting, his Crucifixion, his Burial,” his 
Reſurrettion, his Aſcenſion, his ſending down the Holy 
Ghoſt upon his Church, ſhould al of them have 
their Efe#s upon our Hearts, ſhould all of them be 
wrought over again in us—or (to expreſs it better in 
her own Words) that by the MYSTERY of bi. 
holy Incarnation, by his holy NATIVITY and Cir- 
cumcifion, by his Baptiſm, Faſting, and Temptation, 
it adminiſtered: in the Divine Spirit it breathes ; what a Bleſſing 
might we not expect from (op in his own Ordinance? and how 
effectually would it ſtop the Mouths of Anabaptiſts, &c. and an- 
ſwer all their (reaſonable) Objections againſt Infant- Baptiſm ? 

) 1 Pet. iv. 14. («) Gen. iti. 5. .(w) John i. 
10. (x) Johnxv.-18, 19, 20, 21. - 

we 


Spirit (h); 
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we ſhould be delivered from our Conception and Birth 
in Sin; ) from our original Sin, and from the 
Guilt and preſent Damnation thereof; that by. r 


. 3 2 


 Aeony and bloody $roeat, by his Croſs and Paſſion, by 


his precious Death and Burial, by bis glorious Reſur- 

reFion and Aſcenſion, and by the Coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt, we ſhould alſo be delivered from the Pollution 
and Defilement of Sin; from that Love, that Idolatry 
of our impure Affections, which (till waſhed away 
by the inward and ſpiritual Grace in Baptiſm, vis, - 
the Death unto Sin, and the New Birth unto Righteouf- 
neſs ) (2), render our Souls unfit and incapable of en- 
joying Gop.—The aſſerting, that we have ſo neat 

a Concern in every Thing that Chriſt did, or that 
every Thing he was, was for our Sakes, as the ſeve- 
ral Steps which the Wiſdom of Gop had appointed 
for our regaining his loſt Image, or the Ways where- 
by he muſt bring many Sons to Glory. (a). That 
He muſt therefore be conreived or formed within us, 
(b) or dwell in our Hearts — that we muſt with 
Him be circumciſed in Heart and Spirit (c) that He 
muſt be manifeſted in us (d), manifeſted, to deſtroy in 
us the Works of the Devil, and make us again the Sons 
of Gop and Heirs of eternal Life (e) —— that we 
mult be preſented to him with pure and clean Hearts, 
(f) Hearts cleanſed from that adulterous Love of the 
World, which is Enmity to Gop (g); — that our 
Hearts and all our Members muſt be mortified from 
all worldly and carnal Luſts, and be ſubdued to the 
that by ſuch Mortification of our 
corrupt Affections, we muſt be buried with Him (i)— 
that we muſt riſe NOW from that ſpiritual Death, that 


) See the Beginning of Publick Baptiſm. {x ) See 


J 
Church-Catechiſm- (a) Heb. ii. 10, 11. ( Gal iv. 19. 
e) Collect for the Circumciſion. (4) 1 John i. 2. 


e Collect for the ſixth Sunday af er Epiphany” / Collect 


for the Purification of the Virgin _ {g) Jam. iv. 4. 
% Circumciſion and firſt Sunday in Lent / i) Collect for 


Eaſter Even. 3 
Et i - Death 


40. Cp 


PREFACE vi 
Death of Sin, (/) which Gop pronounced on the 
Fall; and hereafter from the Conſequence of it 
that together with the Fellowſhip of bis Sufferings, we 
may know the Power of his Reſurrettion (1)—— that. 
we may in Heart and Mind aſcend with Him () 
that by his holy Spirit we may have a »ight Judg- 
ment in all Things, and evermore rejoyce in bis holy 
Comforts (n) in a Word, that being perfe in 
Love, we may be as our Maſter (o); that as be was, 
ſo we may be in this World (p), The advancing 
« theſe, and ſuch lite DoCtrines, muſt not only“ be 
« going too far, not only exceeding the Senſe of 


both Scripture nd Church, both of preſent and 


« former Times, but it muſt be (as the worthy. 
« Preacher and learned Doctor ſays) being Righteous 
« gvermuch ; for it is contrary to our Senſe of 
« Things, and to our Practice for ſeveral Tears; 
c and, is not Cuſtom almoſt as ſacred as our Com- 
« mon Law? It is above what we ever underſtood 
e from the Bible, and can we not read it, and have 
« we not common Senſe to judge of it? Now, what 
« Senſe or Reaſon requires this Conformity to Chriſt 
e and his Croſs ? Who underſtands by our Church's 
* Ordinances or Appointments, the being made 
& like him, or the having in us what you call the 
« Mind that was in Chriſt ? Away, away with fuch 
% blaſphemous Pretenſions. We always thought 
* (and our Practice has been accordingly) that the 
„Church had appointed theſe Seaſons for Recrea- 
tion and innocent Diverſions. Nay, what is Hill 
“ worlſe than all, is is making our Church coun- 
* tenance, if not maintain, the Doctrines of the 
« Methodiſts.” 0 | 

(5.) ButhereIbeg Leave to interpoſe. All to whom 

i Laſt Collect in the Burial Office, and John v. 25. John xi. 
24, 25, 26. (1) Phil. in. 10, n Collect for Aſcen- 
ſion Day. ( 1 Collect for Whitſunday. (9) Luke vi. 


ohn iv. 17. F 
that 


to the World, to the Luſts of the Fleſh, to the Luſts 


* 
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that (undeſignedly) good Name is given, whatever 
they may pretend to from Scripture, do not mend 
to maintain the Doctrines of our Church, though 
founded upon Scripture ; but profeſſedly bear Ill- wilt 
to our Sion, and with the Children of Edom, cry, 
Down with it, down with it, even to the Ground, 
 (6,). How fain would I here draw the Mantle of 
Love over the Errors of ſome who are call'd by this 
Name, for I would hope (in ſome Things) they were 
fincere and undeſigning; but that the Truth (eſpecially. 
the Truths of Scripture, and our ſcriptural Church) 
is not to be ſacrificed even to Love itſelf, If I am 
a Methodiſt then (and would to God I were, accord- 
ing to the general Character (q) given of them, 
without Regard to this or that Church.) If I am 
a Methodiſt, I deſire to explain what Claſs I am of. 

(J.) Indeed I can't but ſay my Nature inclined 
me much to that Branch of them that is come from 
abroad; who I would hope innovate upon their own 
Church (bold to ſtrike out a new Light! ) or I do 
not underſtand them, I was much taken (on my 
-* firſt Acquaintance) with their Sweetneſſes and poor 
Sinnerſhip, which I now find to be a very equivocal 
Term, and much abuſed by many of their Con- 
verts. I improved it, as others do, into ſomething 
worſe than a bare Truce with Sin. I could make a 
worldly Religion of it, and poor Sinner as I was (© for 
Religion conſiſis not in Externals*") could conform 


7 


of the Eye, to the Pride of Life, and was glad to 
hear that I muſt ſin © in order to keep me hum- 
« ble:” But I have ſince diſcover'd, that there is 
no Sin without Pride; that all Sin is Pride, is the 
Effect of that Spirit of Independence on Gop, which 
Satan inſpired into the wwole Race, when he ſaid 


(4) See Mr. W:/ey's Character of a Mcthodift, as alſo his 
(quoting 


Principles of Methucitm. 
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MR 
(quoting Gop's Authority with a Lye in his Mouth) 
Ye fball be as Gops yeurſetves : And that if this Prin- 
ciple of theirs be true, he that is the greateſt, the 


' moſt daring Sinner, muſt conſequently be the bum- 


3left Soul. One thing I liked indeed; I liked much 
their laying ſuch Srre/s upon the Blood and Wounds 
of the Lamb for (from the Bottom of my Heart) I 
believe, that a ſure Truſt and Confidence in them, as 
of the Son of Gop, is the Rock, upon which the 
Church of Chriſt is built, and that till we are juſti- 
fied by Faith in them, as. taking away the Guilt of 
Sin; till we know, ſays St. John, (thus without all 
Doubt will the Gop of Truth have us relyon his Pro- 
miſes) till we know that Gop is reconciled to us, and 
that we have that Redemption through the Blood 
of his Son, which the Apoſtle calls the Forgiveneſs 
of our Sins; we are in no Capacity for a ſecond Bleſ- 
ſing or Benefit, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; or are not 
Subjects capable of receiving thoſe Graces of the 
holy Spirit, that are the New Creation, or the reſ- 
tored Image of Gop in the Soul. So abſolutely true 
is the Goſpel- Scheme of Man's Salvation ! that 7 


tification muſt go before Santi iſication; that Gop muſt 


be reconciled to us, and we to him [2 Cer. v. 19, 20] 


before he will confer his choiceſt Bleſſings upon us ; 


before we can. have full Redemption from the 
Power as well as Guzlt of Sin; before we can enjoy 
the Fullneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel ; before we can 
arrive at the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt. | | | 

(S.) But then, why we muſt do nothing but lay 
this Foundation akvays ; eſpecially, as St. Paul ſays, 


the Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, ſuch as Re- 
penlance from dead Works and Faith towards Gop, 


Sc. are to be left, or not always to be dwelt, on, 
but that we mult go cn 10 Perfection, viz. that Love to- 
wards Gob and Man, the Fruit of this juſtifying 
Faith in all zts bleſſed Fruits: or go on to raiſe the 

| * Super- 


* 
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Law to Gor, but under the Law to Chriſt, 1 pray 


Superſtructure on fbin Foundation, ſo compleating 


an Habitation of God through re Spirit: the Reaſon - 
of this I fay I cannot underſtand. And indeed T'am . 
as much at a Loſs to reconcile ſome others of their 
carnal Doctrines to the Scripture, “ but inward Re-. 


! 


« welation is to ſer gſide the. outward written Word 


ſuch as their Sillneſi, for I find our Lord's ftriving 


to enter, his Violence, [ Mat. xi. 12.] and his Apoſtle's 


Wark of Faith and Labour of Love, to oppoſe it—— - 
their utter Denial of the very Being of all Means of 


Grace: (I ſhould be glad to. know what they under- 
ſtand by St. Paul's æurm Le, 1 Cor. xii, 28.)—their 
utter Deteſtation of the Law of Gop, which they 
will not allow even in its condemnatory Power, as a 
Schoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt; though their fa» 
vourite Apoſtle ſays of himſelf, I am not withont 
Gop to increaſe my Moderation towards them, as 
theirs towards our Church is quite extin& ; for that 


they deſpiſe us, nay, that they have no Love ai all | 
for us is evident (if from nothing elſe) from their 


not ſuffering the few weak Proſelytes they have 
made among our Engliſh Clergy (ua vuty; Texva) to 
continue in their Church Livings. O! that I could 


ſpeak to theſe Men with the Power of an Apoſtle, - 


and convince them (all-knowing and ſufficient as 
they are) that there is yet a more excellent Way than 
theirs : that though they ſpeak with the Tongues of Men 
and Angels, and though they have all Faith, the mira- 
culous Faith (7) of removing Mountains, and have 


not that Faith that worketh by Love, that Charity, 


the Love of Man; without which they cannot have 
the Love of GOD (5); ( for theſe two Laws bang to- 
gether, ) they are but ſounding Braſs, ar a tinkling Gyn; 
_ . 


(r Mat. viz. 21, 22, 23. i Jaun iii. 14 — i. 7, 
29, 21. | 


(9.) Another 


* 
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{9.) Another Party there js, whom the World 
call Methodiſts alſo, wha have as little Regard for 
the eftabliſbed Church as the former; witneſs the Ef- 
fects of that Spirit about a Century ago. But the 
Ei can do no Evil,” © once in Grace and al- 
« ways in Grace, Go beholds no Iniquity in 
cc Jacob.“ Theſe Men, with a Hail Miſtreſs, call 
the Church of England, our Church, on the Account 
of one Article, which they do not underſtand. Ang 
therefore imagine it to favour their darling Doctrine 
(the Product of Pride, Self-love, and IM. will towards 
Men) their darling Doctrine of abſolute, unconditional 
Predeſtination to endleſs Happineh, or eternal Dam- 
nation, But that the 17th Article, though it talks 
of an Election of Grace in the Apoſtſe's Senſe, or (if 
they chuſe rather) bat eternal Purpoſe, which Gop 
purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, in which ALL MEN 
may /e what is ibe Fellowſhip of the Myſtery, which 
from the Beginning of the World hath been hid in 
God (4); that Gop, who is loving to every Man, and 
zwilleth All Men to be ſaved : that the 17th Article, 
- (notwithſtanding Modern Authorities, which are of 
no Weight, ſimre the pureſt Ages of the Church for 
flour hundred Years never mention this SECRET 
DECREE) that the17th Article, I ſay, maintains not 
their favourite Decree, is very plain, both from the 
| Concluſion of it, as alſo its Inconſiſtency (in their 

Senſe of it) with the 31ſt Article, and the Liturgy 
(u) and Homilies of our Church (w). The Con- 
cluſion of the 17th Article runs thus :' Furthermore, 
we muſt receive Gop*s Promiſes in ſuch wiſe as they be 
generally /et forth to us in holy Scripture; that is, as 
they A confirm and relate to the firf great Promiſe 


(t) Epheſ. iii. 9, 10, 11. | 

{u) See (in particular) the Conſecration Prayer Communion- 
Office, the Sum of our Creed, in the Catechiſm : ſaw) And the 
Homily for Gad Er id. r om NP 


C2 made 
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(x) made in favour of the he loſt Race in the Seed 
of the Woman, in whom all the Nations of the Earth 
uld be bleſſed ; would but the Individuals thereof 
come to Chriſt for Life (y) on his own Terms of Faith 
and Repentance. But by All Men, ſay they, is meant 
only ſomẽ, and the whole World (2) is only a figu- 
rative Expreſſion. for the World of Believers, For 
once I will give them Leave to make uſe of this 
Mode of Speaking, provided they will by it explain 
to me the tenth Verſe of the fourth Chapter of St. 
Paul's firſt Epiſtle to Timothy; for then k conceive 
the Words muſt run thus: He (Chriſt) is the Saviour 
of all Believers, eſpecially of them that believe. 
| As all Methodiſts then, do not maintain the Do- 
1 ctrines of our Engliſʒs Church, as ſome of them de- 
i ny her common Salvation, (a) that Faith which was 
* once delivered to the Saints — as ſome of the Elef (as 
| they call themſelves) deny yer the great Mark of” 
| Election, a Conformity to Chriſt (b) in his Holineſs and 
7 Suffering as ſome receive not whole Chriſt, re- 
j "  ceive him not as their King, to rule in their Hearts, 


0 and (as the promiſed Bruiſer) to ſlay his and their 
i Enemies total as ſome receive the Goſpel. but 
} by Halves, that is, are willing to be juſtified, but not 
ſanctiſed (if Juſtification can be compleat in the Soul 
without enſuing, Sanctification) willing to be juſtified 
I ſay, willing (for their own Sakes, through Love of 
Self and not of Gop,) to be freed from the Penalty 
or Puniſhment of Sin, but care not to be ſaved from 
Sin (c) itſelf; and beg to be excuſed parting with 
their idol Luſts, (which indeed is ſtill but the Religion 
of znatvatened hypocritical Profeſſors in a new Dreſs. ) 
As his is the Cate, if I am a Methodiſt, I beg Leave 
(as I have faid) to explain what Claſs of-them I am 
of. Though then I be the leaſt of all, and am not 


" (=) Gen. i. re. fp) John . as: John ii. 2. 
(i) Jud ü. 605 dom, l. x ww UE = p 
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meet to be cad a Methodift,” betaiiſe I alſo perſe- 
cuted this Sec, which is every wife" ſpoken gg, I 
would not be thought to be of ide who are gone 
out fror thoſe who were frft branded with that Ap- 
pellation; for indeed Bad they been "of them, they 
would no doubt have continued with them ; but they 
went out that they might be made manifeſt . that they 
were not ef them.. "Thoſe, L mean, who equivocate 
and triffe with the ene End of the Goſpel, the putting 
off the old May and the putting on the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt, the being created again in Rizhleouſne/s and 
true Holineſs, or the being made again Partakers ef 
the Divine Nature. I would not be counted among 
them that ſhift off all the 7% of 'a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, ſuch as Conformity to his Croſs, Obedience 
to his Commands, Words, and Sayings Job xiv. 21, 
22, 24,] (for indeed to ſuch as believe theſeè are not 
grievous ;) ſuch are alſo brotberly Love and Holi- 
neſs or Purity, that is, the Love of GOD. TI would 
fain have a fmgle Eye, and having counted the*Coff, 
take up his Croſs and follow Him. I would in par- 
ticular rank myſelf with thoſe who ftick cloſe to the 


, Scriptures of Gop : And tho? we ſay (agreeably to 


both Scripture and our Church in her firſt Homily) 
that no Man can underſtand the Scriptures, nor (in- 
deed Experience ſhews it) our own Liturgy, though 
they be read every Sabbath Day, unleſs we are taught 
them of Gop, unleſs Chrift open our Underſtandings ; 
though we ſay, that no Man underſtands the Scrip- 


tures eſpecially, farther than he experiences them 1n 


his own Heart; yet we ſay, that the Scriptures are 
all-ſufficient, and that all inward Revealings (as ſome 
may call them) that are contrary -to the written 
Word, that are whimſical, light, or viſionary, not to 
lay evaſfve of the Tefts of Chriſtianity, Love and 
Obedience to Gop and the King; that all ſuch are to 
be deteſted as Enthuſiaſm, as falſe Prophetiſm, as the 
1/.ufions, as the Snares, as the Forks of the Devil. 

3 ' Let 


——— 
ther now. 


in the Number of 405 who loye ag poor I: 


this Day as Apoſtolical in Life and Power alſo, hag 


of Gop thro* the Spirit. 


prophane a People ; nor had there been one Diſſenter 
for a Hundred that there are among us. 


Inundation of Deiſm, or Natural Religion ( Cwhich 


Iiverances and Mercies to a provoking 


in Oppoſition to both fo more to be Ia 
mented) filial Enemies; gs who do not ld 
her, becauſe ſhe is old and declining; but who 
ſtruggle and contend tq maintain her Primitive Con- 
— in which I deſire. to lip and die, at leaſt, 
till I can find a better, But, where is it yet? I de- 
fire to be in the Number of thoſe who love her EC 
tabliſhment by Law, which, except in Point of 

cipline which ſhe herſelf laments, and to 
be wanting) (d) is nearer the Apoſtolical than any 
Church ow upon Earth; and indeed had been tp 


we, from the Beginning, had a zwholeſome 2 nes 
for ſo much of the Croſs is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that 
no Church without. it can grow up into ay Hebitatiop 

Y will be bold to fay,. af 
leaſt, that had her Stewards been faithful (e) to her 
ſacred Depoſitum ; had they ixvariabiy preached thoſe 
Doctrines which. her pious Reformers ſealed wit 
their Blood, we had neither become ſo infide/ a 


(10.) But, - bleſſed be Go, that in the general 


alas! many who call themſelyes Chriſtians do not 

yet come up to) the Name and Form of Chriſtianity 

is ſtill left—— bleſſed be his holy Name that in the 

midſt of Infidelity and Prophaneſs g re 15 
le) 

has hitherto preſerved us a Seed while Men ſlept, 

atas ! how long! Bleſſed be his Name, that our 


(4) See her Commination-Office, 
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(e) 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
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Articles and Homilies are nat yet! bett 
there is ſomething left whereto to gcturn 3- bleſſed 
his Love and Wiſdom, that he has ſo united our 
clefiaſtical Conſtitution to the Crus of England, that 
the one cannot fall without the other; and may they 
long continue to eſtabliſh and ſupport. one another 1. 
1 am ſure the Spirit of our E Eb. Confiiturion can 
never think ill, much leſs rebel againſt his Ma- 
1 uy But, alas! what is all this, ſay the German 
Enemies to all human Eſtabliſhments ? What is this 
Conſtitution without Power and Life? Indeed even 
this is a Bleſſing, and a great one too; it is that 
Bleſſing which the Church of Gop enjoyed while our 
Lord (who came to quicken it with Spirit and Life) 
was upon the Earth ;; that Church of Gon which 
put the Son of Go to Death; 10 which (nevertheleſs) 
were committed ibe Oracles of God ; who were 
Iſraelites, to whom pertained the Adoption, and tbe 
Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of the Law, 
and the Service of Gop, and the Promiſes, whoſe were 
the Fathers, and of whom, as concerning the Fleſb, 
Chriſt came; who yet were overthrown with an O- 
verthrow, as in the Overtbrow of Sodom. It is that 
Bleſſing, which the once famous Seven Churches of 
Aſia (through the Forbearance and -ſuffering of 
God) enjoyed, long after they had loſt the Power of 
Chriſtianity 3 but which now, alas! is utterly ſunk in 
the Darkneſs of Mahometi/m ; for Chriſt is not fo 
much as named amongſt them. And what was all 
this owing to, but to their outfde Religion, their 
Name without the Power, their bare Faith of Adhe- 
rence without Works, their Juſtification in Unſani- 
fication, their believing (as they fancied) without dos 
ing Righteouſneſs, their Luke-warmneſs proceedi 
from their Evil, their double Eye, divided between 


Ses ber. Homilies againſt Rebellion. 
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Cop and the Wgjld? It was owing to the nume 
rous Sect of the Nicolaitans (a Sect more numerous 
noto than ever) who call'd themſelves the Children of 
Gop, and yet lived in Diſobedience to his Laws, and 
put theſe wo Things aſunder which Gop has infepa+ 
rably joined together, viz. Juſtification and Sani- 
cation. It was owing to their human Wiſdom that 
would reconcile and join together what Gop bas put 
aſunder, the Love of Gop and Mammon; in à Word, 
it was owing to their having neither Ears to hear, 
nor a Heart to underſtand our Lord's kind Threat 
and loving Admonition to them: Remember from 
whom thou art fallen, and repent, and do. the firſt 
Works, or elſe I will come to thee quickly, and woill ut. 
move thy Candleftick out of his Place, except thou re- 
nt, Repent, or elſe I will come to thee. quickly; and 
ill fight againſt thee with the Sword of my\Mouth," I 
gave her Space to repent of her Fornication (her adut- 
terous (g) Love of the World) and fhe repented nat. 
Behold I will caſt ber into a Bed, and them that cum 
mit Adultery with her into great Tribulation, except 
they repent of their Deeds. Bo 
(12.) O!] that we could ſee, that zheſe and other 
ſuch Inſtances in Scripture, both of Gop's Forbears 
ance and Vengeance, are our Examples, upon whom thi 
Ends of the World are come ! O] that we could ſte 
the Signs of theſe, even theſe Times! for, is there 
not a general Awakening all over the Land? a Cris 


tical Time for England] perhaps the laſt Offer of 
the Power of the Goſpel! If embraced, how Chris 
fiaz may we became! if rejected, how ſoon may 
we expect to ſhare in the Judgment of the Aan 
Church, have our Candleſtick removed from us, and 
the very Form and Name of Chriſtianity quite taken 
away ? 8 

- (13.) For, after all, what is the fineſt Conftitution 


(8) Janes iv. 4. 
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in the World without living Members, without 
breathing its Spirit, and Prag its Rules ? 


Wd Leges fine moribus 
* vane Proficiunt ? ? 

Can a Primitive Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, mall 
a Church, ſay the Germans ? Indeed they cannot; 
no more than the dead Letter that killeth, no more 
than the Word not mix'd with Faith, no more than 
waexperienced, wnfelt, unpracticed Seriptures can 
make a Chriſtian. For although Name and Forma- 
lity may do for thoſe who reſerve their Senſations for 
the dearer World; who therefore put of Gop with 
Air and Notion ; whit Greer pled againſt all re. 
ligious Feehngs, all ſpiritual Experiences of Sin and 
Grace; every Chriſtian, every anointed one, has his 
aebi, and thoſe yeyvuvaerpeve (B), exerciſed or 
proved z every Cbriſtian has an inward dAouſun, which 
others wanting, the Apoſtle calls «3548s (7) ns 
bates, or more properly ſuch as have no Proof of 
Chriſt ; no other Proof of pardoning or cleanfing 
Grace thro? him, than they have © Auguſtus, or 
Tiberius Cæſar, in whoſe Reigns he lived and died. 
a meer Hearſay, a vain IlzTpotraped6rov, from which 
the Apoſtle ſays ( k) we muſt be redeemed with the 
precions Blood of Chrift. 

(14.) Though then we prize our Efabl ment, 
though we bleſs Gop for preſerving it hitherto, 
though we praiſe him for the Means of Grace af- 
forded us therein, yet we agree with the Germans, 
that the Church if Chriſt is neither Paper nor Let 
ters, neither Words nor Form, but that it is a Body 
of faithful or believing Men (1) ; a Body of Men 705 
tified and ſanct fed 2 Faith that is in Chriſt (m); 


(+) Heb. v. 14. (i) a Cor, xiii. 5. (+) 1 Pet. i. 
18, 19. (1) 19:h Article, 
(m) See the — in St. Paul's Commiſſion, Act: Xxvi. 16. 
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himſelf ;, becauſe he is faiibful and juſt to forgive them 


they ſay there is no ſuch Body of Believers in Eng- 


the Sound gone out over the whole Land?) who love 


if ſome of them be not ſo hitherto, yet (being, re- 
proved of Unbelief and Sin) hungering and thirft- 
ing till they be ſo; (n) mourning, (0) and refuſing to 
be comforted till they are ſo; yea, (having Faith to be 
healed) knowing «ſſuredly that they ſhall be fo in this 
Life, becauſe Gop is true ; becauſe be cannot 


their Sins, and to cleanſe them from all Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, But here alſo we differ from the Germans 


land, and therefore will not join in Communion with 
us ; we aſſert that there is; and that, (notwithſtand- 
ing the Infidelity of the Body of the People, notwith- 
ſtanding the ou;ward-Formality, the bare Philoſophy 
of her good ones, who ſo love Gop and Mammon!) 
there are Thouſands who are in Chriſt true Believers, 
and that on the Doctrines of the Enghſb Church; on 
the Doctrines of the Engliſh Church, I ſay, We 
know, that there are Numbers ; and many more (we 
hope) than we know, or than know us, (for is not 


and live the Engliſh Conſtitution, and upon her ſcrip- 
tural Principles form a bleſſed Communion of Saints, 
going on to Perfection (p). | ; 
 (13.) Bleſſed be Gop, that the Night of In/exf- 
bility and ſpiritual Slumber is far ſpent, and that the 
Day of Spirit and Power is at hand that the 
dead Letter of our Conſtitution begins to be quick- 
ened —— that the dry Bones of our Form (as inſig - 
nificant as the klling Letter of the Scripture, with- 
out our Lord's Spirit and Life) (q) begin to be 
cloathed upon with Fleſh aud. Sinews ; for indeed the 
Spirit of the Lord is breathing on them (r). Bleſ- 
ſed be Gop, there are many of our Exgliſß Church, 
to whom (the formal Cloud being paſſed over) the 
Sunſhine, the Power and Life of our Liturgy begins, 


{n) Mat. v. 6 Mat. v. 4. Heb. vi. 1. 
(7) John vi, 63. 2 Ez. wm (#2 | 
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and to many has ſhined out in its full Strength and 
Luſtre ! Many there are that fee/ the Strength of its 
every Word; who feel the Remembrance of their 
Sins to be grievous unto them, the Burthen of them 
to be intolerable, yea miſerable Sinners (miſerable, be- 
cauſe Sinners) Words, (alas! how long!) without 
Meaning; and repeated frequently with unaffected 
gay Lips. Many there are who experience that they 
have zo Health in them, nulla ſalus, no Salvation, no 


faving Health—who feel what ſhe means by her Death 


of Sin, her Wretchedneſs, that Wrath of Gop, thoſe 
Crafts and Aſaults of the Devil, that Pride, that 
Hypocriſy, that Malice, that Hatred of Gop and Man, 
that Blindneſs of Heart, that Hardneſs of Heart, 
that Contempt of Gop's Word and Commandment ; 
yea, that Damnation (for every one that believeth 
not [Jy xexpTe (5s) ] is now in a State of Damna- 
tion) which ſhe deprecates : and who in bis Senſe 
pray for a preſent Salvation from them in her own 
affecting Words, Good Lord deliver us O Lord, © 
ariſe, help us, and deliver us for thy Names ſake—De- 
liver us from theſe fallen Tempers of our Hearts, 
theſe inward Diſeaſes of our Apoſtate Spirits, which 
are the Source or Spring of our leſſer outward Sins: 
O deliver us from them for thy Name*s ſake, thy Name 
Feſus, in which alone is Health and Salvation; thy 
Name Jeſus which ſaveth thy Believers from thejr 
Sins ((.). Many there are who thus reproved of Sin 
(and indeed they only can join in the * of our 
Church; for what Sighings of @ broken Heart, what 
Mictians, what Sorrows do the Staring inſenfible feel?) 
Many there are, I ſay, who, heavy laden, and groan- 
ing under the Reprovings of the convincing Spirit, 
cry out in great Sincerity of Heart, © Graczoufly look 
© upon our Afflictions—pitifully bebold the Sorrows of 
gur Hearts—mercifully forgive the Sins of thy Peo- 


(s) John lit. 18. (t) Matt. i; 21; | 9 
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ple, O Son of David have Mercy upon us, O Lamb 


© of Gop that takeſt away the Sins of the World, do 


thou grant that Peace, which thou haſt purchaſed 


for us, to our troubled Souls, O Son of Gop, we ; 
© beſeech thee to bear us (u). And we confidently de- 


© fire, that thy Mercy may be ſhewed upon us, as 
ve do put our Truſt in thee, For that we make not 
© our own Works a Condition of Salvation, we ap- 
« peal to thee, who ſeeft that wwe put not our Truſt in 
any thing that we do (), but that we lean only. 
* upon the Hope of thy heavenly Grace. (x) Many (we 
bleſs Gop) there are who, though proud Phariſees 
they were in their unawakened State; are now con- 
tent to be ſaved as Harlots and Publicans : who not 
only give that bare aſſent to the Word of Truth that 
they do to profane Story, but who know and feel 


that there is no other Name (or Thing) under Heu- 


ven, given unto Man, in whom and through whom they 
can receive Health and Salvation but only the Name of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt (y). Who feel in themſekves the 
Working of the Spirit of Chrift, mortifying the Works 


f the Fleſh, and their earthly Members, and drawing 
up their Minas io high and heavenly Things; by which 


their Faith of eternal Salvation (to be enjoyed through 
Chriſt ) is greaily ſtabliſh'd and confirm'd (z). Many, 
in a Word, there are, (and indeed there is no un- 
derſtanding our ancient Conſtitution and primitive 
Liturgy, but upon the fmple, old faſhion'd Principles of 
theſe, whom our ModernChurchmen caſt aut.) Many 
(I fay) there are, who convinced of Sin and Unbelief, 
e Righteouſneſs and Judgment alſo (a), experience the 
full Senſe of what our Church means by her perfe# 
Forgiveneſs (b), her perfect Love (c), her Renewed- 


(« See Liturgy of the Church of England. (ww) Collect 
for Sexageſſima. (x Collect for 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Compare a late Paſtoral Letter. E Ws 

( See Vilitation-Office, (z) 114th Article, 
64 John xvi. 8, 9, 10. Collect for 4-Wedne/tay. 
Collect at the Beginning of her Communion Office. 
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. or Regeneration(d), her Life of Righteouſuſs, (e) 
Ind her Power and Strength to have Victory and to 
riumpb over the Devil, the World and the Fleſb (f), 
3 O! may Gop increaſe (and indeed he hears 
this Prayer) the Number of thoſe, who thus breathe 
the true Spirit of our Reformed Church, and lgok 
bor Salvation in her edifying Communion! And to 
his End may he bleſs, may he pour down his choiceſt 
Bleſſings upon her labouring Sons, her #wo Sons of 
under in particular, who can abundantly teſtify in 
ruth; that the Devils, the unclean Spirits, the un- 
lean Spirits of Unbelief, hatred of Gop, Love of 
elf and the Creature, Pride, Self-will, S eee. 
Anger, blaſphemous Curſing and Swearing, Sc. are 
(though they be nothing and deſire to be nothing) 
ubjeft to them through Chriſt's Name. O] may Gop 
ſend forth more ſuch Labourers itno his Harveſt ! 
May all the Priefts in the Land become obedient to the 
Faith (h), that ſo the Engliſh Church ( both Clergy 
and Laity) may become all glorious within as well as 
without! That ſhe may exceed all others in Life and 
Power, as ſhe does in Form ! That ſhe may become 
the Praiſe and Joy of the whole Earth, Amen, © 


4) Colle for Chritmas Day. (e) Laſt Collect in her 
Burial Office. (// Office of Publick Baptiſm. (g) 1]John-- 
v. 4» 5. ( Ads vi. 7. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS Sermon has been much 3 in particular by the 


Addition of the ntati fince i iſed 
3 Argumentative Part, ſince it was reviſ- 
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IsAIAnH viF14, 5 
Behold ! A Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a Son, 
and ſhall call bis Name Immanuel. 
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S many of you, my Brethren, as feel 
what it is to be Sinners, wrapt in Sin; 
tied and bound with the Chain of Sin; as 
many of you as [groan under the Miſery of Crea- 
tures fallen out of GOD — as do not barely ſay, you 
are Sinners, but experience and lament the Cauſe of 
it; even your being naked upon your Fall, that is, 
your being deprived of the Image of Gop, (via 
his Love and his Holineſs) in which you were created 
perfect (a), and in which alone you can be like Gop, 
and conſequently in any Capacity of enjoying him 
— As many of you as are faint and tired of the Do- 
minion of Satan; as want to get from under the 
Slavery of an Uſurper, to be happy again under the 
King of Kings, your own King, whoſe Service is per- 
felt Freedom——as many of you as look upon your 
Sin as a Bondage, as lament that you are /old under 
Sin, that you have in you hat carnal Mind which is 
Enmity to Gop, and therefore pant after Liber 
which Chriſt has purchaſed for his captive Chi 

dren—As many of you as travail and are heavy la- 
den with the Burthen of that original Guilt and Cot- 
ruption, in which you were conceived and born ( 
Aas many ſuch of you as there are, do from the 
Bottom of your Hearts, this Day, gratefully com- 
memorate the Completion of this Prophecy. Sub 


(.) 


6e) Gen. i. 31. (i) Phlmli. 5. 4 


1 

pf you look not on Chriſtmas as an idle Seaſon, in 
W-which you are ſet at Liberty from your lawful Buſi- 
neſs to ſpend it in Vanity and Wickedneſsz but as 
che Dey of Redemption on which Chi may be 
; formed in your Hearts (c) to create you Mew, and 
ſet you at Liberty from the Bondage of Corruption; 
from Satan, Self, and Sin. — As many of you as are 
benitent Sinners, as have a deep Self-knowledge 
that you are now concluded under Unbelief and Sin, 
under both the Guilt and Power of Sin—that Know- 
ledge which is the only Repentance, that can properly 
be called Msravoz, producing the after or new Mind 
as the Word ſignifies—as many of you as by the in- 
ward working of the Spirit of Gop in your Hearts 
are reproved or convinced of Sin (d), becauſe you 
believe not, or have not believed in Chriſt ; and are 
therefore reſtleſs, uneaſy, unhappy, and refuſe to be 
comforted, till you are convinced alſo of his Righte- 
ouſneſs (e); till you are juſtiſied though Bitberto un- 
godly, ( for Faith juifeth the Ungodly) (F) as 
many ſuch of you as there are do rejoice, that this 
Righteouſneſs is nigh (g) ; that it may be made as 
truly yours as Chriſt was made Sin for you (b); that 4 
this Righteouſneſs of Gop (i), (and nothing ſhort of 

it can pleaſe him) that this Righteouſneſs is (this 
Day) come down 2 Heaven. But eſpecially, as 

many of you as have a * ſure Truſt and Confidence 

« (to ſpeak in the Words of our own Church) (&) 

« that your Sins are forgiven you,” who have the 

Knowledge of Salvation by the Forgiveneſs of your Sins, 

(1) who have Redemption thro? the Blood of Chriſt, 

even this Forgivene/s of your Sins (m): Such of you 

do not only reoyce evermore in Gop your Saviour; 


(e Gal. iv. 19. (4) John xvi. 8, 9. (e) John xvi. 8, 
9. (% Rom.id.5- (g) Rom. x. 5, 6, 7, 8. (+) 2 Cor. v. 
21. (i) Rom. üi. 21, 22. ( Hom. on Faith. (/) Lukei. 
77. (m) Col. 5 14 ; | . 
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but p rticularly at this Time, are fild with Joy 
ſpeakable ; that is, fuch Joy as the Stranger (a 

nominal Chriſtian) imtermeadleth not with ; and you 
Souls oveg@ow with Love and Thankſgiving that 
Gop, ines Love and Mercy and Goodneſs to 
(to us who were not only without Strength, not 
Sinners, but alſo his Enemies) (1) has contrived' and 
effected a Birth, whereby the loſt Race, the whole 
human Nature conceived and born in Sin may, he 
born again (o whereby that Nature, once the 
Image of Gop, but by falling out of Gop, anmaik 
elf (for alas! what is become of this Mage) may 


be reſtored, may be faſhioned again, and created & f 
mew (p) in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs (q).—M . 
many of you as are truly Chriſtians, that is, axornted 
(for ſo the Words Chrift and Chriſtians ſignify) anom K 
ted with the ſame Spirit, that Chriſt your Maſter ; 
was, who both purchaſed and received the Spirit (as 1 
Mediator) <vithout Meaſure, (r) for all needy Souls 
anointed with the Unction, that is from the holy 
One (S): or are made ſenſible by the reproving 225 
(H) that you are not ye? ſo; (for no Man is a eo 
tian, who is not a Believer, and no Man is a A th 
in the Senſe of Scripture, who is not jaſtißed, or 5 
— anting at leaſt to be juſtified from all Things in the ne 
Blood of Chriſt) (2); and therefore are hungering P. 
and thirſting after his Righteouſneſs (w); are ears _= 
neſtly ſeeking the CHRIST of God, in order to be 
ſo anointed or chriſtianized in him As many fach 
among you as there are, do now lift up your Hen th 
for that Redemption which is come, that Redemprion 11 
which he brings; do now lift up your Hearts, tho? the 
in the utmoſt Weakneſs, to him that is mighty to He 
ſave (x); do now lift up your Souls 1n true N — 
fer, 
n) Rom. v. 6, 8, 10. (o) John iii. 3, 5. Cor. v. | 
* 4 (q) Ephel. iti. 24. Gil 10. b ( : P, 1111 xxxit. ut 
(*) 1 John xx. 27. (t) John xvi. 8. 9. (u) As xiũ. Na 
38, 39. (w) Matt, v. 6. (x) Ifa. Ixiii. in 


and 
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tion you are capable of, do liften to the joyful News 
of the Angel, ſaying unto you ſaying even unto 
you, for (having parted with your own Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs) you are as imple, as empty, as deſpiſed 
as the happy Shepherds: Fear not, fear not ye; 2 
behold I bring you glad Tidings of "ey Joy, which 
ſhall be to all People, for unto you is born this Day, in 
tbe City of David, A SAVIOUR, which is CHRIST 
the Lox b. | 
(2.) But as many of you, my Brethren, as have 
hitherto taken the Name of Chriſt in vain, as are 
only nominal Chriſtians, as deny or ridicule that di- 
vine Inſpiration (y), that holy Uni#ion, which alone can 
make you ſuch indeed: and are only nominal Chriſti- 
ans, becauſe (for one Reaſon among others) you have 
hitherto been only nominal Sinners (if I may fo fay) 
that is, have only ſaid 7 the Cant Phraſe is) D 
\ cc 


{y) Would to God, that all ſuch as deride Inſpiration would 
conlider what they are doing, or have done! Would to God 
that they could ſee that they are downright Unbelievers, Inhdel 
and preſumptuous Arti-trinitarians——that as he that denies the 
Son hath not the Father, ſo he that denies the Holy Ghoſt hath 
neither Father nor Son, though he may be as decent and moral as 
Plato or Ariſtotle. Indeed, without this (fo ridiculed) Inſpira- 
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a Syſtem of Scriptural Ethics (ſhall I call them ?) without Power, 
without Life. kt 
But, pray, Sir, go not too fur; how Antitrinitarians?“ If 
the Agency of the Holy Spirit be denied, the Holy Spirit itſelf 
is denied; is denied 28 effeftually as Chriſt is denied when his 
Mediation is ſet aſide. Beſides, if the Holy Spirit be not to me 
the Lord and Giver of Life, if he cleanſe not the Thoughts of my 
Heart ſo, (ſo cleanſe them,] as that IL loge Go with a perfect 
Love ſays our Church, what is this Spirit to me? If he quicken 
me not (though I ſtalk about this World a few Years, a poor, mi- 
ferable Spirit, ftript of its one Go ob, but amuſed with ſub/tituted 
Trifle:) I am dead to Gop, and till labour under his joſt Sen- 
tence, in the Day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
Nay, though you and all the World ſay, We ga too far, I will 
in ſpite of all the Powers of Darkneſs, go one Step tarther, and 
| | ſay, 


NS K S. KN AAA 


Ss 2 


8˙ 


and Singleneſs of Heart; and with all the Atten- 
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tion, our Religion is meer Pelagianiſm, a bare human Sufficiency, 


« be ſure ue are all Sinners (2) and have never fell 
with a broken Heart what Sin is: (in itſelf, Eumig 
to Gop, that carnal Mind, that is Enmity to Gov, 
all the Pride of Independence (a), Rebellion againſt, an 
Violence offered to, the ſupreme Being: in its Con- 
ſequences, a Curſe, Death, and Damnation :) but at 
the ſame time that you thus ſay, *©* we are all Sin- 
ce ners, live unconcernedly and happily in Sin; 
which the poor ſenſible Sinner, who feels himſelf a 
real Sinner, can no more do than he can be happy 
in Torments——As many of you as never ſaw your 
Nakedneſs, as never experienced what it is to be a 
fallen Spirit, and immortal too, ſpoil'd of the Image of 
Gop, and of conſequence, guilty, polluted, and mi: 
ſerable; till Chriſt Jeſus, wwho is the Image of Gop, 
) be formed in you again (c)——as many of you as 
have never yet ſeen your ſelves in Adam, unclean, 
unhappy Spirits z yea, inexpreſſibly miſerable, be- 
cauſe ſeparated from your One GOOD, becauſe fallen 
from Gop, the Centre of Holineſs and Happineſs, 
becauſe broken off from the Tree of Life; as have 


— 


ſay, that without Iuſpiration we cannot bs Chriſtians ; for (if the 
Scriptures be true) we are told, that no Man can ſay, that Fefus 
it the Lord (that is Gop) but by the Holy Ghoſit——that it is the 
Spirit that quickeneth the (otherwiſe) dead Letter of the Scrip- 
ture—that it is the Spirit that muſt lead us into all Truth——that 
it is the peculiar Office of the Spirit to apply Chriſt in all that he 
was intended to be and 4 for us; for thus ſays our Lord (O! that 
ye had Ears to hear!) He ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall receive of 
mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto uu Not to mention (what every 
one that underſtands Greek knows to be true) that an uninſpir i 
Chriſtian is a Contradiction in Terms. If I have indeed gone tu 
far here, I deſire to be better informed, by the Learned, only 
beging this one Favour of them, that they will not join with the 
World (that World that receiveth not the Truth) in ſay ns, that 
every Thing is going too far, that makes Religion the Work of 
God, that makes it a ſpiritual inward Thing affecting the Soul; 
or that makes the Goſpel (what itis) THE POWER of Gop T0 
SALVATION, Rom. 1. 16. | 

(x) Exod. ix. 27,—x. 16. (a) Gen. iii. 15 
635. Heb. i. 3. {(c) Gal. iv. 19. | 

| | never 


| 
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never ſeen your ſelves under the Curſe of the Law ; 
(d) (e) and of courſe, can never come to Chriſt with 
your whole Hearts and Affections, to be redeemed 
from it; and rely upon Him ſolely who is become 
this Curſe for all true Believers, by undergoing the 
Penalty of it () — As many of you, I ſay, as are 
only thus Chriſtians, as are only, :bus Sinners, (tho 
of all Sinners you are realy the molt wretched, be- 
cauſe you neither ſee nor feel your Condition 3) as 
many of you as are only thus Sinners, who there- 
fore (conſequently) neither : ravel nor are heavy laden; 
who therefore look not to Chriſt for Salvation from 
that Sin, in which you are /o happy; who there- 
fore look not to Chriſt as your Saviour to the utter- 
moſt; as your King as well as your Prieſt, to rule 
and govern you, to cleanſe, as well as to atone 
and that NOW, in this preſent World—As many 
ſuch of you as there are, had rather hear the Evey- 
yeov, good Tidings of a great Eſtate, or Title of 
Honour, fallen to you, than that to us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given (g); nay, would have 
your Hearts more affected, and your Spirits riſe 
higher, at the Riſing of the Stocks, the Increaſe of 
Trade, or good News from the Fleets abroad; than 
that you have Redemption through the Blood of Chriſt, 
even the Forgiveneſs of your Sins (bh). For, indeed, 
is not this, though it be THE FAITH, the Faith- 
that /aves, though it be the Pillar and Ground of 
all; is not this Forgiveneſs of Sins, as of any Bleſ- 
ledneſs in his Life, (though again without it we 
can enjoy no Peace with (op (i), nay, though it 
be the very Goſpel ; for what is the New or Goſpel- 
Covenant? what is Gop's Promiſe to our Goſpel 
Day but this, I will FORGIVE their Iniquity and 1 
will Remember their Sin NO MORE?) (His not (I 


(4) (e] Deut. xvii. 26. Gal. iii. 10. al. iii. 13. 
(2) 10a IX. 6. woe Epheſ. i. — 1 8 L 
% Jer. xxxi. 34. ä | 
. E 2 ſay 
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ſay notwithſtanding this) is not this Forgiveneſs of 
Sins (as a ſenſible preſent Bleſſing, turning us from our 
Iniquities) (1) utterly denied by us? Nay, indeed, ig 
not the whole Goſpel, which hangs on this, and that 
other fundamental Article, Holineſs or the Santifice- 
tion, Reſtoration, or (to uſe our Lord's own Word, 
that Shibboleth) (m), Perfection, the Perfection of out 
guilty and defiled Nature: is not {his Goſpel thruf 
_ away, (as ſomething that would deprive Men of 
their Senſe, their Reaſon, their Happineſs) by this 
adulterous and unbelicving Generation! O! how fat 
are her Sons, who are thus for putting off the Bleſ 
ſings of the Goſpel, and that becauſe they are ins 
_ conſiſtent with the Enjoyment of what they lone 
better; how far are they, I ſay, from the Senſe of 
that Church, which ſo earneſtly prays for an rmme- 
diate, ſpeedy Application of them! O Lord mate 
d to ſave us from the Guilt and Death of Sin 
O Lord, make haſte to belp us, in our fallen, defiled, 

unſanctified State! 

(3.) As many of you then, my Brethren, as are 
not the Sinners whom Chriſt came to call, for you 
are happy in Sin: as therefore want not this Goſpel, 
this Goſpel of Pardon and Peart, this Goſpel of Re- 
novation and Holineſs ; muſt be indifferent to it, for 
it is the feeling Need of it that makes any thing a 
Bleſſing, and ſo, the Goſpel—As many of you as 
have not that unintelligible, (n) ſpiritual exodyorg feel. 
ing (o)] which the Apoſtle thanks Gop for, as'a 
diſtinguiſhing Character of his believing Philippians, 
| As many of you as have Satan's Encourage 
ment in your Hearts and Mouths © ye ſball not ſureh 
die: and (becauſe you love Seff and the Crea 
ture) Reaſon and Diſpute in his own Words, “ Ya, 
* hath Gop ſaid ye ſhall not cat? that is, luſt, covet, 
or place your Happineſs in created Good—As many 
(1) Ads iii. 26——vy. 31. (m) Jud, xii. 6. (n)'1 
Cor. ii. 14. . 
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are 115 7 Gow and his guickeving Goſpel ; — as 
many ſuch of you as there are, give as deaf an Ear 
to the joyful Meſſage of the Angel, and ta the Mul- 
titude of the heavenly Hoſt, praiſing Gþp (with 
him) and ſaying, Glory be to Gon in the bigheſt, and 
on Earth Peace Pardon, Forgiveneſs] Good-wwill ta- 
wards Men; yea, are as heedleſs, as regardleſs of 
that great preſent Salvation from Guilt and Pollu- 
tion (this Day) proclaimed upon Earth ; -as you are 
all Attention to the Language of the World. I 
« wiſh you a merry Chriſtmas, the Holidays are 
« come, let us eat, drink, and be merry: which 
alas! is all the Uſe that the Gezera/ity of Chriſtians 
(as they call themſelves) make of this holy Seaſon ; 
the only Marks whereby it is diſtinguiſhed from 
more profane Time, if ſuch can be. | 
(4.) As many of you again (for I would point 
out ſome of the Evils which occafion the Abuſe of 
this holy Seafon, the Profanation of this Time ap- 
pointed to ſhew us the Neceſſity of the New Birth, 
(p) of the Renewal (4) of our corrupt Nature) 
As many of you as are ſatisfied with a Natural Re- 
ligion only, which can never c/eanſe the Heart, or 
who (with your Brethren of old) are content with 
an outward (and indeed an outward palitica! Reli- 
gion is ſufficient for States and Common-wealths) 
are ſatisfied with Form and Ceremony; with the h- 
ing the Outſide of the Cup and Platter; who are only 
morally good (it ſo ye be indeed) and therefore Self- 
righteous (r); righteous in your own Eyes, (and 
therefore need not the Cleanſer of Hearts) the Righte- 
ous whom Chriſt came mot to ſeek; the Ninety-nine, 
who need no Repentance, who diſplode all inward 


(p) John iii. 3. 5. | 
(7) See the Collect and Preface in the Communion-Office for 
Chriſtmas Day. 1 


(r) Ila. Kir. 6. Phil. iii. 9. 
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Feelings or Reprovings; all Convictions of the Spi- 
rit (S), which only is Repentance, or alone can pro- 
duce it —As many of you as are whole, and not 
broken in Heart, who therefore want not the Phyſi. 
cian (t) (nor indeed can you need him till you are 
ſick of your righteous ſelves and Sin)—As many of 
ou as have hitherto miſtaken a bare Religion of 
— (I ſay) ſuch as the wiſer Heathen practiſed 
in greater Perfection than Thouſands of nominal 
Chriſtians : as have miſtaken /uch a Religion, which 
allowing it its utmoſt (ſome Glimmering from Re- 
velation) is ſtill that Law which is weak thro* the 
Fleſh (u)—as have miſtaken Ciceros HONESTUM 
(and would to Gop that ſome of our almoſt Chriſti. 
aus came up to his Character of the Rhodian Mer- 
chant!) for the Spirit of the Goſpel ; for the re- 
pairing, reſtoring, renovating Grace of Chriſt ; for 
that Goſpel which the Apoſtle calls he Power of 
Gop to the Salvation of every one. that believeth ( 
As many of you as have miſtaken Civilization for 
the Obedience of a Chriſtian, the Obedience of 
Faith ; outward Decency for the New Nature ; Phi- 
loſophy tor the New Creation; or, as have thought 
that outward Baptiſm has waſhed away your original, 
Sin; yours, I ſay, who have ſinned away the Grace 
you received when Infants; as have miſtaken Jobs 
Baptiſt*s outward Sign for his inward Repentance, 
which always ſets the Axe to the Root of Sin (x); or 
who (at leaſt) have reſted in Miniſterial Baptiſm 
without looking to Chriſt's Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt (y) and Fire, of Grace and Love; who have 
never conſidered the inward Grace ſignified by the 
outward Sign, which your own Church ſays, is 4 
Death unto Sin and a New Birth unto Righteouſ- 
eſs : who have never conſidered, that bare Water- 


.) John xvi. 8, 9. (/ Mark ii. 16, 17. (« ) Rom. 
ol 3. (ww) Rom. i. 16. (x) Mat. iii. 10. ( Vi 
Office of Publick Baptiſm, 

| Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm is but a Taten (z) of the Covenant BE. 
LIEVE and BE SAVED;” (a) but a Sign or 


*. 


Je Rightehuſneſs of Faith (3) : Such of you 
„ill celebrate this holy Seaſon as your Predeceſſors 
ebe /orms! Jews of old, did their New Moons and 
t abbaths, and that ſtill with greater Abomination in 
ie Sight of Gop ; as the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 


ould excel the Jewiſh, Bring no more (then) vain 
WO ations, your Incenſe is an Abomination unto bim; 
our New Moons and Sabbaths, the Calling of your A. 
emblies he cannot away with; it is Tniquity, tven your 
olemn Meeting. Your New Moons and your appoint- 
ed Feaſts his Soul hateth, they are a Trouble unto him, 
be is weary to bear them, No, my Brethren, if you 
would keep Chriſtmas as Chriſtians, waſh ye and make 
on clean (c); waſh ye in the Fountain opened for Sin 
Wd Uncleanneſs (d), that is, let him waſh you who 
Wherefore ſhed out of his Side both Water and Blood, 
Wand who tells you, FI waſh you not, ye have no Part 
W-oi/b me (e). Thus ſhall your cleanſed Souls magnify 
be Lord at this Time, and your Spirits rejoyce in 
God your Saviour; ' your Saviour not only from the 
Guilt, but your Saviour alſo from the Filth of Sin, 
in order to be fill a further Saviour, a Saviour to the 
Wo ttermeft, a Saviour from the Wages of Sin; that is, 
Eternal Damnation. 

(5.) But once more, ſuffer the Word of Exhorta- 
tion, My Brethren, I love you, the Love of Chriſt 
conſtrains me to it; Iwatch for your Souls, as one that 
muſt give an Account, and therefore I ſpeak. As 
many of you as becauſe you are honeſt, becauſe you 
are ſober, becauſe you are juſt, becauſe you are cha- 
ritable, as you think; (for indeed you are not cha- 
ritable () unleſs you love Gop above all Things (g), 
(2) Gen. ix, 12. (a) Mark xvi. 16, Acts xvi. 31. 


(b) Rom. iv. 11. (e Iſa. i. 13, 14. 16. 4 Zech. xii. 1. 


(-) John 13. 8. (F) 1 Cor. xui. 3, Vid ; 
Ghriſt an Love and Clarity „ 
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and all Men Enemies as well as Friends for his Sakey 
Y you are not charitable if you love the World, 
or the Things of the World (i) for the Friendſhip 
the World is Enmity with Gop—As many, as b 
you have never committed Murder (&) or Adultery, 
(1) as you think; or, as becauſe you have done no 
Harm, in that World's Eſteem that loves its um 
are therefore in a State of Salvation, or (to expreſs 
all this better in the Words of your own Church) 
(m) who do theſe Things or leave them undone in order 
to be juſt. All ſuch Perſons need no Fuſtifier, they 
need not the Righteouſneſs of Gop (u); for they have 
a Righteouſnels of their own, they are juſtified by 
the Deeds of the Law, that Law which yet accuſes 
them (o). And therefore neither need they (for ti 
leſs than a Matter of Indifference, and why may 
not their Divines explain them away in the Yapour 
of a Metaphor ?) neither need they that New Birth, 

that New Creation, which this Seaſon demonſtrates 
the Neceſſity oft. As many as place their Confidence 

in ſuch good Works as having not the Faith of Chriff 
Por their Foundation, nor flowing from the Love of 
Gop in their Hearts, have therefore in them the Nu. 
ture of Sin (p). As many as think themſelves 
better than others! becauſe Gop has been good to 
them, and has expreſſed this his Goodneſs by ſur- 
rounding them with his Providence from the Octa- 
fions of Sin, or by reſtraining them from the out- 
ward Act, when they have inwardly coveted againſt 
the Tenth Commandment, and already committed 

the Sin in their Hearts; or (again) by keeping them 
back from ſuch groſs Sins as expoſe ſome to Scat 
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Mat. xxii. 27, 29. /i) Lake xvi. 13. /i) 1 Joh 
i. 15. (4) Mat. v. 28, 29. (n) See the Sermon of the 
Salvation of Mankind, &c, {n) Rom. iii. 22.—iii, 10, 
(% John v. 45. Rom. iv. 15. (p) Vide Thirteenth Article 
and Firſt Part of the Sermon on Good Works, ſubſcribed by all 
the Clergy in England. Ja 
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dal and bring others to ſhameful Deaths 48 
many as becauſe Gop has been thus good to them, 
(which Goodneſs they are neither /en/ible of nor ac- 
knowledge) — As many (I ſay) as becauſe Gop has been 
thus good to them, have prided themſelves not only 
(with the Phariſee) againſt others, but even againſt 
himſelf, and made his own preventing and reſtraining 
Grace, a Matter of Merit on heir ſide againſt him; 
nay becauſe they have been thus etbnicaly moral, thus 
politicaly virtuous, thus outwardly righteous, thus de- 
cently good, thus every way Godly (if it can be) but 
Godly in Chriſt Feſus (q), have therefore ſeen nothing 
either of their own Poverty (r), or of the unſearchable 
Riches of Chris; (and indeed how ſhould they ?)— 
As many ſuch good-Chriſtians as are among us will 
celebrate this Seaſon, (this Carnival!) as the (mi/- 
called) Chriſtian World does; in an utter Ignorance 
of the End of its Appointment ;- nay, in direct Op- 
poſition to the Purity, the Holineſs, the Newwneſs of. 
Life, which it is its one Bu/ineſs to inſpire : even 
in ſuch Vanity and Extravagance, ſuch Induſtry, 
ſuch Pains, ſuch Care for the Belly, ſuch Proviſſon 
for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof, ſuch Riot, 
Surfeiting, and Exceſs ; ſuch Gluttony and Drunk- 
enneſs, as the whole Goſpel which they profeſs, for- 
bids from one End to the other. Not to ſay ſuch 
beatheniſh religious Rites as were practiſed by the 
Gentiles at their Bacchanals Such Gaming, ſuch. 
proſtitute (5) Dancing, ſuch Filthineſs and Superfluity 
of Naughtineſs, ſuch Laſciviouſneſs, Luſts, Knceſs of 
Vine, Revellings, Banquetings, and abominable Idola- 
tries ſuch fooliſh Talking and Jeſting as are never 
convenient; but highly unbecoming ſuch a Conver- 
ſation as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt — ſuch innocent 
Diverſions as the World calls them, ſuch innocent 
Diverſions as fil the Soul and keep it from God; or 


(9) 2 Tim, ii. 12. () Rev, iii. 17. (:) Mat. xiv. 6. 
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ſuch innocent Divertings, that is, Turnings-away of 
the Soul from Gor. 8 

(6.) To all this, to theſe heathenifh religious 
Ceremonies (received by Tradition from our heathen 
Anceſtors) ſome, to compound the Matter (for the 
reaſonable World loves Decency) ſome, I ſay, will 
add an outward, formal, cuſtomary Worſhip z will 
worſhip Gop with their Lips when their Hearts are 
far from him; will proſtrate their Bodies to him, 
when their Souls are lift up to Mammon (t), while 
they are conforn'd to this World (u). For indeed all 
Worſhip is but formal and cuſtomary, where the 
Heart is divided, where the Worſhipper is double« 
minded (), where he has not a ſingle Eye (x); where 
the Worſhip is not done in Spirit and Truth (y), 
where it does not proceed from the Love of Gon 
ſhed abroad in the Heart; which yet no Man can be 
ſenſible of, till. he knows that Gop loves him irt; 
(2) till he knows by Faith, that Gop is in Chriſt 
reconciled to him (a); for till then, the Enmity pn 
nounced by Gop () between Himſelf and fallen 
Man, between he Seed of the Woman and the Seed of 
the Serpent, ſubſiſts: but then, O then having mach 
forgiven be loves much (c); and whatever Work or 
Duty proceeds from this Principle, is pleaſing and 
acceptable to Gop. 2 

(J.) And now, my Brethren, let us ask our own 
Hearts, what is the Occaſion of all this? why dif- 
cern we not the Sign of this Time ? I muſt not pre- 
ſume to ſay, that the Goſpel of the Grace of Gop, the 
Goſpel of Reconciliation, the Goſpel of Peace; the 
Goſpel of Pardon is not preached ; for as Heralds 
and Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, we are commiſſion'd by 
our Church to proclaim daily to the People; to de- 


| 
| 


(t) Mat. vi. 24: ) Rom. xii. 2. (w) James in, 
8. (x) Mat. vi. 22, 23. (y) John iv. 24. (=) John iv. 
10, 19. (a) 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. () Gen iii. 15. 
(c) Luke vii. 43, 47. | 

| clart 


L. 36. Þ - 
clare and pronounce to all ſuch as truꝶ repent and un- 
feignedly believe; to all ſuch as with broken» Hearts 
2el their want of, and ſincerely comply with, the 
Ferms of the Goſpel, that Gop oneth, ab- 


ſolveth, forgiveth them, in preſenti. I dare not pre- 
Wſume to ſay, that this Offer of Grace is not accept- 
ed alſo in præſenti. I dare not preſume to ſay, t 
this Goſpel of Holineſs allo, is not preached, and its 
gnleſſings offered every where in this Chrifian Na- 
on. Much le muſt I fay, that in ſo learned” a 
Country, (eſpecially ſince our Literature is a Subſtie 
ute (d) for, and therefore occalions us to look cold- 
y, if not with Contempt upon Divine Inſpiration) 
that his Goſpel comes in Word only, and nat in Power 
Wand the Holy Ghoſt, and in much Aſſurance. What 
| hen can be the Reaſon that the true End of this 
Feſtival is ſo little underſtood, its New Birth, its 
| Regeneration, its inward Purity and Holineſs ſo little 
ooked after, but that we believe not the Fall of 
Nan, and fo ſee not the Neceſſity of his Reſtoration? 
that through the Ignorance of our Hearts we feel 
ot the one, and therefore deſire not the other? 
hat /piritual Eye ſees not, that Satan rages parti- 
vlarly at %ig, and the other Seaſons, whereon the 
great Bleſſings of the Goſpel, the precious Benefits 
f Redemption, were wrought, and ſhould be re- 
ember'd with grateful Hearts? Who, of ſpiritua! 
iſcernment (e) ſees not, that at theſe Times (as 
ince of ibis World) (f) he ſhews forth all the Power 
f his Kingdom againſt the Kingdom of Chriſt? 
6.) Here then is the Cauſe of all theſe Evils fo 
Buch lamented by every true Chriſtian. Our Pelagian 
1 carts (feeling not the Fall) take up with the Shadow 
ſtead of the Subſtance of Chriſtianity—with the Name 
r the Divine Un#i0n—with the Faith of Aſſent for 


% See Mr. Law's Earneſt and Serious Anſwer to Dr. Trap, 
67, 68. (e) 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. J John xiv. 30. 
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the Faith of the Operation of Gop. This Abuſe is owing 
to rank Infidelity, to an utter diſbelief of the firſt an 
third Chapters of Genefis ; of Man's Perfection and 
Depravation : nay, it is owing to a Hatred of God's 
Purity, and to love of Sin; to an inbred Deſpite of 
all that He has done for us thro? Jeſus Chriſt, We 
are whole, and therefore will not be healed. It pro- 
ceeds from want of the true Chriſtian Spirit, from 
want of knowing how to rejoyce as Chriſtians; from 
want of knowing Gop to be our Chief, our 
Good ; from want of knowing theFoy and Peace that 
reſults from believing, from want of rejoycing in the 
Hope of the Glory of Gop. In fine, from want of 
rejoycing in Chriſt Jeſus alone, as our Y;/dom, our 
Righteouſneſs, our Sanctification and Redemption; that 
1s, our all in all. 1 

(9.) But rejoyce ye that look for this All fulneſi. 
Ye that look for his plenteous Redemption from both 
the Guilt and Power of Sin, in the ſuffering Spirit ; 
which as it has perfefied the Captain of Salvation, 
the Head, the firſt born ; ſo it will the Members, 
the younger Brethren. [ Heb. ii. 10, 11,] Rejoyce 
that look for him in Humility ; in the Stable, t 
Manger, the Croſs ——ye, that are this Stable, this 
Abode of beaſtly Affections, which Chriſt is born 
in to cleanſe—ye, whom the Croſs haz empty*d both 
of Love to Sin, and the more odious Abomination 
of a moral and human Righteouſneſs, Rejoyce ye 
who know and feel thatyour Juſtification, your Good- 
neſs, your Merits, without Chriſt, are Guilt, are In. 
purity, are Hell. Sing, ſing O Barren, that bared} 
not hitherto. Shout ye lower Parts of the Earth. 
Break forth into Singing ye dry Mountains, and waſit 
Places, Rejoyce thou Tabernacle of Gop that 1 
fallen down ; tor the Repairer of thy Breach is come; 
and Gop thy Builder has promiſed, that the Glory of 
the latter Houſe ſhall be greater than of the former (g 
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Rejoyce thou fallen Nature; for if thou believeſt, 
(though fallen as low as Hell) thou mayeſt be raiſed 
up again. Rejoyce ye that fee/ yourſelves in the 
Circumſtances, from which Chriſt was appointed to 
deliver you, fitting in the Darkneſs of Death, tied 
and bound with the Chain of your Sins; the Wretched, 
the Miſerable, the Poor, the Blind, the Naked (b). 
For thoſe, who deſpiſe this Feeling [o any\yyubre;] 
(i) will rejoyce as the World does; or at beſt, will 
rejoyce in Appearance only, and not in Heart, But 
rejoyce ye both in Heart and Voice; rejoyce, yea I 
ſay again, rejoyce evermore; rejoyce to hear, that 2 
Virgin hath conceived, and (as this Day) brought forth 
a Son who is IMMANUEL ; by EL, Gop; hy 
IMMANU, with us; Gop again in Man; Gop 
come to his Temple (); Gop one with us; Gop 
in our Nature, to create it a- neu, and reſtore it. Oede 
Epaveguby &v S Gop manifeſt in the Fleſh (H); 
eu Ev ypuv tabernacling, or dwelling in us (m). 
(10.) My Brethren, every Word in the Text 
ſhews us this great Myſtery of Godlineſs, and the Ne- 
ceſſty of it; as God is holy and juſt ; as he is good 
and merciful, loving and compaſſionate to every 
Man The Neceſſity of it (I ſay) on the Suppo- 


fition of Gop's Love to Man, of his having created 


him at firſt in his own Image, and Man's having 
made Shipwreck thereof, when Satan ſhook his 
Faith or Truſt in his Gop by that Bait of Creature 
Good, which Gop had ſaid he ſhould not taſte ; 
when Satan lifted him up into a Degres of Indepen- 
dence on his Gop. They ſhew us both the great 


. Myſtery of Godlineſs, (ſuch an immenſe Purity in 


Gop,) and ſuch a Pollution and Defilement of our 
Nature thro' Sin, as nothing leſs than infinite or di- 
vine Purity could redreſs. Nay, they ſhew us this 


b) Rev. iii. 17. i) Epheſ. iv. 19. 40 1 Cor. iii. 
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great Myſtery of Godlineſs not only in the Peu 
of Chriſt, but (what Unbelievers, that is, Reaſoners 
againſt- the Truth, viz. God's putting his Spirit 


within us (u), and dwelling in us (o), call Blaſphem J to 
in the whole Chriſt, Head and Members; as St, the 
Paul underſtands CHRIST in his firſt Epiſtle to the 
the Corinthians, 12th Chapter, 12th and following of | 
Verſes to the 28th, e The of 
(11,) Behold ! (as Matters of greateſt Importance 1M] 
in Scripture are uſhered in ;) behold ! as a Matter of nify 
Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, of frgular Favour and uſec 
Love : for bebold ! the Lord bath created a new Thin a V 
upon Earth, a Woman ſhall compaſs a Man: Behold! \ = 


a Virgin, a pure Virgin, (as our Church calls her) g 
Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son; an infinitely 
pure Gop, an immaculate Mediator, a ſpotleſs hu- 
man Nature, as extenſive in Purity and Holineſs, 
as Adam's was in Impurity and Sin: that as we 
have all (in Sin) horn the Image of the earthly, we 
may alſo (in Holineſs) bear the Image of the heavenly 
Adam. For, ſince the Fall, that cannot be firſt which 
is ſpiritual, but that which is natural; and after- 
wards that which is ſpiritual —that as all Men are 
naturally conceived and born in Sin, they may by 
Faith and Virtue of the Univerſal Nature born again 
in Chriſt, be born again unto Newneſs of Life — that 
as in Adam All died, ſo in Chriſt All may be made 
alive—or, that the deſtrœy d (p), the unmade Nature af 
Man may again be created in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs, by this Seed of the Woman (the IMMA; 
NUEL) bruiſing ihe Serpent's Head in it—that as 
(O Love! O Jullice!) by Man came Death, by Man 
might alſo come the Reſurrection from the Dead. 

(12.) This, my Brethren, was the firſt general 
Promiſe made by Gop in favour of our fallen Na- 
ture. And in order to its, and all the ſubſequent. 
(n) Ez. xxxvi. 26, 27. (e Eph, iti, 17. ( Ha. 
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„ 
Promiſes being made 7ea and Amen in Chrift to the 
Gloty of God the Father (q) z thus ys the Angel 
to his Virgin Mother: The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come: upon 
thee, and the Power of the Hi heſt ſhall over-ſhadow = 
thee, therefore alſo that Holy Thing that ſhall be born 
of thee ſhall*be called the Son of Got (r). This Son 
of Gop ſtiles himſelf alſo the Sen of Man; both 
implied in the Word IMMANUEL—a Word fig. 
nifying his Nature, rather than any Name that he 
uſed or went by after he appeared in the Fleſ 
a Word ſignifying his Nainre, as he was perfet# Gop 
and perfeft Man — Gop of Gop, very Gop of very 
Gop, and Man of the Subſtance of bis Mother born in 
the World —of a reaſonable Soul and human fub- 
ting —IMMANUEL ! GODMAN, for us and in 
us : a Name, which he therefore never went by in 
the Days of his Fleſh, becauſe it was not deſigned 
to be altogether perſonal, but.in a ſtrong Senſe gene- 
a, (in its Power and /aving Efficacy I mean) even 
general as the firſt divine Image was to the whole 
Race; general to all, but virtually applied to 
any only of the human Nature, as by Faith ſhould 
receive him (s), as by Faith ſhould become the Sons 
Gop, born again, not of corruptible Seed, but of in- 
orruptible by the Word of Gop (t): born, not of 
Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of 
an, but of Gop (u) applied in Virtue and Power, 
I ſay, to as many as through that Croſs, which alone 
ives Glory to God, and empties Man of the rebel- 
ious, ſelf-ſufficient, independent Spirit, ſhould be- 
ome his Brethren as he deigns to call ſuch (u]. 
pplied, in a Word, to as many as thro' Faith (the 
ower of Gop!) ſhould be as real Partakers of his 
Divine Nature (x) as he realy partook of their Hu- 
nan, For Jctus Chriſt not only dwelt in our Fleſh, 
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(4) 2 Cor. i. 20. (r) Luke i. 35, John i. 
n («) John i. 13, (wv) Hob. ii. 
1, 18. (x) 1 Pet. i. 4. 
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[ 40 ] 2 
thirty and three Years, but fil! dwells in every &. 
lieving Heart; anointing them into his Nature, into 
Chriſtians ; and remaining with them in all the 
Graces of the holy Spirit here, and in Glory to ul 
Eternity: making up together with them one Ha 
bitation of the Godhead (O! glorious Communion' of 

Saints) that ſo all the beheving Part of Mankind, 
all who accept and rely upon the Promiſes of Juſtif 
cation and Sanctification made to our Goſpel- Day: 
(y) All who believe He is able to do this (2), and ſo 
give him the Glory of his Truth and Love, may 
through Him ſignally triumph over the Devil in be- 
ing admitted to a cloſer Union with Gop, and a 
greater Happineſs than even that was, which he in 
Envy and Malice, tempted them to fall from by 
that ſpecious Tribe of independent Godſhip (a); 
which alas! the dead, unawakened, unbelieving World 
are ſtill looking after, in the Riches, Honours, and 
Pleaſures of this periſhing Life——IMMANUEL! 
a Name of his Nature as Mediator; or of the . 

paired Humanity created a-new in the Image of Gop; 
in whom, in which all Nations of the Earth are Ng. 

fed; and every Individual of them may be alſo e. 

paired and bleſſed : if ſenſible of their want, their Lols 

of the Divine Image, they will come to him to be 
healed, and to be re. inſtated in it—if they will ar 
cept of this Bleſſing promiſed not only to Abraham, 
but to his believing Seed; that Bleſſing, which firlt 
takes away the Guilt and then the Power of Sin: 
that ſo, being juſtified by Faith we may have Peat 
with Gop; and then acceſs, and then rejoyce in tht 

Hope of the Glory of Gop (6b) ; that hope, that puri. 

| fheth, even as he is pure (c) that ſo, we may 

NOW receive the ##TzMzyyv Reconciliation (d); and 

that we may NOW alſo be ſaniified, be enabled to 


(y) Jer. xxxi. 31, 32, 33, 34. Ez. xxxvi. 28. x 
Mat. ix. 28. (a) Gen. iii. v. (6b) Rom. v. 1,% 
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be. ſerve Go p evermore in Holineſs and Pureneſi of 
mo Living (e): that we may NOW be preſented unto Him 
the with pure and clean Hearts (f) : that we may NOW 
al have a perfect Love (g) towards him ſays that ſcrip- 
Ta- tural Church, that does not decline her Lord's 
of Perfection: or that we may NOW have that Pu- 
id, rity of Heart, which is Love, or that Love of Gop, 
ih- which is Purity, becauſe it cleanſes the Heart from 
7 that adulterous Love of the Creature, which he ſo 
o often complains of, and which (becauſe he loves us) 
ny he ſays he is jealous of —-—IMMANUEL ! a Name 
be- of this two-fold Nature, communicable to all Men, 
12 and actually communicated to every true Believer, 


in whom Jeſus Chriſt ig formed by Faith (H, who is 
therefore ſaid to be created a-new in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs (i), and to have the Mind in him that 
45s in Chriſt (a Name of his Nature, INTO 
(1) which he commanded all Nations to be baptized, 
fully ſignifying his Deſire that ai may be ſaved : and 
INTO which all ſuch are aually baptized, who are 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt as well as Water; 
with our Lord's Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and 
Fire, of Grace and Love; in whom the old Adam 
is ſo buried that the New Man Jeſus Chriſt 7s raiſed 
up in them : who die un!o Sin and are born again unto 
Righteouſneſs : who live in Chrift and Chriſt in them, 
wha are one with Chriſt and Chriſt with them, ſays 
our Church IMMANUEL ! a Name of his 
Power, creating a- new the Unmade ; raiſing the 


G Fallen ; 


(e) Collect at the End of the Litany, Collect for 
Candiemas-Day, (g Collect at the Beginning of the Com. 
Office. () Gal. iv. 19. /i) Eph. iv. 24. (4) Phil. ii. 5, 
{!) So the original Word [ers] ſignifies. And fo St. Paul un- 
deritands our Lord, where he ſays, ost eCamrTIAnusY £15 X ez50y 
Incey, /o many of us as are bapized INTO Jeſus Chriſt. Here 
cur Tranſlation is literal and juſt. But this indeed is going 100 
a for ſuch as are ſatisfied with the bare Name of Chrittianity. 
They will torture the Words in li, and all eb lite Paſſage:, 
and call in all the Tropes und Figarcs of Rhetoric to their Aid, 
or they will explain them away. 
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Fallen; quickening the Dead; reſtoring the La 
reſtoring, the loſt Image of Gov in which Man was 
at firſt created, when the Holy Trinity ſaid, Let us 
make Man in our own Image IMMANUEL! a 
great myſterious Name, implying all that Gop meant 
when he was about to make the wonderful Creature, 
the Union of Matter and Spirit, the Microcoſm, the 
Sum of all his other Works, the Eſſence of all his 
other Creatures, ſpiritual and material in aue: yea, 
indeed, and ſomething till greater than he deſigned 
Man in the Beginning; that ſo his abundant Love 
and Goodneſs might the more ſignally triumph over 
the Malignity of Satan, A myſtic Name ! which no 
Man knoweth but he that receivetb it, even CHRIST 
IN YOU THE HOPE OF GLORY | that Myſtery 
hid from Ages, but now made manifeſt to his Saints ( bo 
Believers) to whom Gop would make known, what is 
the Riches of the Glory of this Myſtery that My- 
fey, which the Prophets of old have enquired into and 
ſearched diligently ; who prophecied of this Grace that 
ſhould come unto us, unto whom it was revealed, that 
not unto themſelves, but unto us they did miniſter the 
Things which are NOW reported unto us (even Pat- 
don and Forgiveneſs, even the New Birth and Ho- 
lineſs, or a Participation of the Divine Nature) with 
* the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven. So much 
does the latter exceed the former Diſpenſation ! the 
. Goſpel, the Law ! which with all its Types of Pre; 
pitiation and Purification was but a Shadow of th 
Things NOW come. So greatly are they miſtaken 
who Sk for no greater Holineſs in Chriſtians than 
| was in the Saints of old, whether David, or John 
the Baptiſt ; for be that is leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven is greater than they! and ſo much AY will 
t'eir Puniſhment be, who tread under Foot the Son of 
Gop, and count the Blood of the Covenant wherewilb 
they were (in Baptiſm and may ſtill be ſanctiſed) a 
_ Ting, and (by OS his Inſpiration 10 


comp 
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.complement to their own Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing) do deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace! IMMANU- 
EL! a Name! (what ſhall | ſay more?) of Love 


nit and Grace! a Name expreſſive of all that Gop is 
re. ain to a Creature once united to him, and _ 
he on his Image, but now broke off from him, and 
ls darkened thro? Ignorance of him. For Chriſt is not 
ea, only the Great I AM eſentially, but I AM relatively; 
ed All Things to him that believeth, that velievets, i. e. 
We looketh up and dependeth upon, him as able and 
- willing to 1upply all his Needs: )As if he ſhould have 
3 ſaid, Art thou ignorant both of thy ſelf and Gop, 
* (and at becauſe. thou wouldſt independently 
of him) I am thy Viſdom to ſhew thee thy Heart, 
2 10 bring all Things to thy Remembrance, to tell thee all 
7 Things that thou b:ſt ever done, and to reveal my Fa- 
h- tber to thee. Art thou guilty ? I am be that juſtifi- 
1 eib and my Righteouſneſs is nigh. Art thou pollut- 
. ed thro* Sin? I am thy Sanctifier, thy Sanctifica- 
* tion both imputed and inberent. Art thou a Slave 
fy to Satan and the helliſh Luſts he inſpired thee with 
£4 when he railed thee up againſt Gop ? I am thy King 
A bis Bruiſer. Haſt thou unmede thy ſelf by loſing 
10 thy Dependance on Gop? I am He that made thee 
þ at firſt, Art thou Weakneſs ? I am Power. Art 
he thou Miſery ? I am Happineſs, Laſtly, IMMA- 
4 NUEL is the moſt effeual Name of Chriſt's Me- 
* diatorſhip: a Name to which his other Names are 


but ſubſervient, ſignifying no more than the Man- 
ner or Method, whereby this moſt precious Name 
the Pearl of great Price loſt in Adam, the Divine Na- 
ture is again imparted to us; or the ſeveral adorable 
Ways, whereby he became our IMMANUEL 3 
the ſeveral gracious Means, whereby to guilty, ſinful, 
polluted Creatures, he became the LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, (m) even 


(m) Jer, xxiii. 6. 


G 2 (..) JESUS 


T 44] 

(r3.) JESUS and CHRIST—the Chriſt of Gon 
(n) as St. Peter ſpeaks by Revelation (as indeed 
every Body muſt do 7o call Chriſt his Lord (o), Jeſus 
bis Saviour from Sin) the Anointed of Gop, as the 
Word ſignifies—Anointed for himſelf and his Mem- 
bers; for as Mediator the Spirit was given to bay 
without Meaſure (p) to be imparted to all needy Souls 
-— Anointed into the three-fold Office of Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King; (the Virtue and Power of which 
Names or Offices every Believer feels ſtampt on his 
Heart) of Prophet ; to reveal to us the anknows 
Gop, to ſhew us our need of him by reproving us of 
Unbelief and Sin (g), and what Chriſt is to us in ſuch 
Circumſtances—of Prieft ; to atone or ſatisfy his Ju- 
ſtice, by taking the threatened Death upon Eimſelf, 
who (as Gop) could alone ſatisfy an infinitely offends 
ed Gop—of King; to reſcue us from the Tyranny 
and Bondage of. the Uſurper, to bruiſe (r) his Head, 
his Power over us; and to rule again his free Peo- 
ple (for chen the Son has made us free, we are fret 
indeed) (s) and that on his cn regained Throne; 
our happy, chearful, willing (i), loving Hearts 
Again the JESUS allo ; that other fgni*cant Name, 
implying his Mightineſs to ſave (u) to ſave us both 
Bere and hereafter ;, firſt from the Devil's Service, 
and hen from his Wages (w)—to ſave us not in but 
from our Sins (x). For the Blefling promiſed to 
Avraham and his believing Seed, 1s the turning every 
one of us away from his [niquities (y)). Thus to re- 
ceive JESUS and CHRIST—to receive him in his 
Perſon, my Jelus, my Saviour from the Damnation 
of my fallen Nature—to receive him his Offices and 
feel the Power of the Prophet, the Prieſt, and the 


King within my Heart—zhus to receive him, is 10 


u Luke ix. 28. 6% 1 Cor. xii. 3. john ii. 
34. (2 Jobn xvi. 8. 9. (r) Gen. ii, 15. ( John 
viii. 36 (tr) Pſalm cx. 3. (u) Laiah xxxiti. 2. 
ru.) Rom, vi. 23. fx} Mat.1. 21. (Adds iii. 26, 
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put bim on (z), to live in bim (a), to become a Son of 
God, to confeſs truly, bat Chriſt is come in the Flab. 
And every one who is call'd only by his adorable 
Name (+), and is not indeed thus Chriſtian does not 
thus confeſs Chriſt, is termed by the Apoſtle, a 
Deceiver and an Antichriſt (c). | f 

(14.) O bleed IMMANUEL ! write this thy New 
Name upon our Hearts (d). Impart the full Senſe of 
this myſterious Name to us, into us. Let it be hal- 
lowed by us and in us, Let us lament the Time we 
have been called Chriſtian and have not had thy divine 
[Chriſm] Unction implied in this thy Name. Be thou 
formed in us (e). Do thou dwell in our Hearts by 
Faith (F). Be thou Gop with us, Gop for us, God 
in-us. Let us by that Faith, to which all Things are 
poſſible, be ſo juſtified, /o ſanctified, that we may re- 
cover what we Joſt in Adam; our Peace, our Holi- 
neſs, our Happineſs : that we may bruiſe Satan un- 
der our Feet now; being in thee, Prieſts and Kings: 
ſacrificing in thy Prieftly and Kingly Offices all that 
the Serpent inſpired into our Nature when he ſaid, 
Eat; ye ſhall be Gods—fixing to thy Croſs (O! 
ſhew to a Mankind the Neceſſity of it!) all our na- 
tural Tempers and Luſts; and ruling over them 
thro? thy Sovereignty ; and in this thy Divine Name 
triumphing over bim, the Author of them—that 
being made Partakers of thy Divine Nature, and be- 
ing immanuelized into thee Now, thy Divine Prayer, 
which thou now offereſs up for all thy Believers (g), 
may be accomplithed in us, /o all Eternity, That 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, 
and I in thee; that they alſo may be one in us: 
that they may be one even as we are one: I in 
them and thou m me, that they may be made 
pet fect in one (S). 


(=) Rom. xiii. 14. {a) Gal. ii. 20. (5) Mat. vi 


21, 22, 23. „le) 2 John vii. 5. {4) Rev. iii. 12. 
(e) Gal. vi. 19. (f) Eph. iii. 17. (g) John xvii. 20. 
&c. ( John xvii. 21, 22, 23. 


(15.) The FP 
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(15.) The great Thing, my Brethren, which both 
our Text and the Day point out to us, is the N 
Birth—the waiting for, (when we have firſt experi 
enced the Miſery of the old Adam) the Expectation ol, 
the Looking (in Faith) for the New Creation (i), to 
be wrought in us. For his it is that makes us Ch. 
ſtian; it our Lord () knew better than the learned 
Nicodemus, the Buſineſs he came upon, or the Man- 
ner how the Divine Likeneſs ſhould be created again 
in the Soul : or if his Apoſtle ſpake by the Spirit 
of Gop, where he ſays, Know ye not your own ſelves 
how that Feſus Chriſt is in you except ye be Repro- 
bates (I): If any Man be in Chriſt (baptiſed into 
Chriſt, his Death and Reſurrection) (m) be is a new 
Creature, old Things are paſſed away ; ' bebold, "all 
Things are become new. The great Truth which 
they both ſound in our Ears, is the New Nature, or 
that Newneſs of Life, that Regeneration, that Pur 
meſs of Living and Truth ſays our Church: which in- 
deed, (to thoſe, who feel the Miſery of not being re- 
ſtored to Gop, who groan under the Tyranny of the 
Devil, who experience his Leaven of Malice and 
Wickedneſs, who ſee the old Man in their i 
Pride, Self-will, Hatred of Gop or Love of the 
Creature, Senſuality, Covetouſneſs, Anger, Hypocriſy, 
&c.) is the g/ad Tidings of the Goſpel, Glad Tidings 
indeed, long, ſince promiſed to our Goſpel Day! A 
new Heart will I give you, a new Spirit will 1 
within you, I will cleanſe you from all your Iniquitits, 
1 will ſave you from all your Uncleanneſſes (u). 

Let us then celebrate the Seaſon by putting off the 
old Man, by being renewed in the Spirit of our Minds, 

putting on the new Man (the IMMANUEL) 
which after Gop (as in the Beginning) is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true ** (o). For indeed, it 

(i) Eph. iv. 21. (%) John iii. 3. 5. (/) 2 Cor. xiit. 5. 
(½ Read Rom. vi. () Ez. xxxvi. (e) Eph. iv. Col. iu. 
Rom. vi. | 
X is 
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is as improper, as unchriſtian (I won't ſay unnatural) 
to celebrate Chriſtmas without experiencing (or at leaſt 
thirſting to Experience) the New Birth ; as it is to 
celebrate Eaſter without experiencing, (or deſiring 
to experience) the Power of Chriſt's ReſarreFion, 
raiſing our Souls from a Death of Sin to a Life of 
Righteouſneſs : or as it is to keep the Feſtival of 
I/hitſantide in Contempt and Mockery (as alas ! too 
many do) of Divine Inſpiration, or an Unction from 
above. The fainteſt Expectation of a Change to 
be wrought in our Hearts by his Spirit, who this 
Day took Poſſeſſion of our Nature to renew it; is a 
Spirit of Behaviour much more becoming the aw- 
ful Name of Chriſtians, than that heatheniſþ Abuſe 
of Chriſtmas, that has, alas! too long, prevailed ' 
among us to the Scandal of Chriſtianity, the Hin- 
derance.of the Goſpel, the juſt Offence of the ſober 
Jews and Heathens that are without; the Reproach 
of our Miniſtry; and in direct. Oppoſition to the 
Piety of our Church in ſetting apart ſuch Seaſons 
for Chriſtian Rejoycing, on account of the great 
Things done for us. The Church of England (whoſe 
Name remains, but whoſe Spirit, alas! is departed) 
plainly ſhews her one principal Uſe of this Seaſon to 
be, the following Chriſt in the Regeneration(p) ; that 
we being regenerate and made Gop*s Children by A.- 
deption and Grace may daily be renewed (g) by that 
holy Spirit, which receivetb of Chriſt and ſheweth it 
unto us (r )—that Chriſt was therefore made very Man 
of the Subſtance of the Virgin Mary his Motber, and 
that withont Spot of Sin to MAKE US CLEAN 
FROM ALL SIN (s)—that he was manifeſt in our 
Fleſh to deſiroy in us. the Works of the Devil, and make 
us again the Sons of GoD and Heirs of eternal Life; 
and that having this Hope we ſhould purify” our ſelves 


| (4) Mat. xix. 28. (%) Col. for Chriſtmas Day. (c) John xyi. 
14. (-)Pretace in the Communion Office for Chriſimas Day. 
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even as he is pure (i). That being fo cleanſed, rept 
nerate, or renewed ; or at leaſt ſenſible, that we ans 
not yet ſa; but deſirous above all Things, (above 
Life and Health and all that the World calls Gadd) 
| to be ſo; nay believing, (becauſe Gop has promiſed 
it, and becauſe it was the End of Chriſt's Birth 
our Nature) that we hall be ſo, and that in thi 
Life; becauſe as he is, ſo are we in this World (u); 
that being (I ſay) ſo renewed or panting and reſth 
to be ſo, we may keep tne Fealt, not as thoſe da 
who love their od better than this ꝝnintelligible new 
Nature : (for do not ſome of our learned Maſters in 
Ifrael ſay, how can theſe Things be ?) we, may beg 
the Feaſt (I ſay) with the unleavened Bread of Sintts 
rity and Truth, purging out the old Leaven, that we 
may be a new Lamp, given to Hoſpitality (w), that 
is the Entertaining of Strangers (x) in Want; cloath» 
ing the Naked; feeding the Hungry, dealing our 
Bread to the Needy, eſpecially to thoſe that are of the 
Houſbold of Faith , the poor Members of him, why 
became poor that we may be rich: the poor Members 
of him whom we now commemorate and rej 
in; and who cannot bid us again (y)—rejoycing, in the 
Lord alone and not in thoſe Members of Sin, that 
are the Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs—Rejoycing in 
him I fay, and that Salvation ; that Salvation from 


(t) Col. 6th Sunday after Epiphany. _ («) 1 John iv. 17 
(w) The Word Hoſpitality is as much miſtaken in this Age, 
as that Faith from which it Gould flow. For who anderſiznds by 
it that Love, that Entertainment of Strangers in Diſtreſs, which 
the Apoſtle ſo much recommends ? and yet it is g4aoZevia. One 
would almoſt think, that our rich and great ones, who are but 
Steward: of their good Things for the Benefit of the Poor; and 
in particular, that our Impropriators, Appropriators, and Plus 
Lifts, who therefore receive the Profits: of the Church, know not, 
that Hoſpitality is derived from Hoſpes, a Stranger. Hoſpes fu, 
& non collegiſtis me, | was a Stranger and ye took me not in, (Fc, 
M@. xxv. 43, 44, 45. = 1 
| Rom. xii. 13. Heb. xii. 2. „ 


(x) Heb. xiii. 2. Luke xvii. 11 12. 


1 
acleanneſs, which he is fem come to wotk: for us— 
„ing our Converſation boneft among the Gewiles, (the 
WS 20/i2ed Unbelievers ;) having it moreover ſenſoned 


b Salt, that it may miniſter Grace 4 the Flearers— 
Wraying to have the great Mybery of Godlineſs tulkjld 
us: chat if we are truly baptiſed wich the Spirit, 
ad not Water only ; and ſo planted together in the 
W7 kene/s of Cbriſts Death, we may be 4% in the 
WL kene/s 17 — Reſurrettion, a preſent Reſurrection 
rom our Death in Nature - meditating and Feeding 
Von bat Word that can beget us again peating 10 
eie another in Pſalms and Hymns and ſpiri sua Songs : 
Wſinging and making Melody in our Hearts to the 
Lord. Now, my Brethren, if this, Chriſmas Fare 
(co ſpeak in your own Stile) nauſeate any of your 
Stomachs (as indeed it will in all»worldly Appe- 
lites,) let it be a Means of making you reflect what 
W you are become, from whence you. are fallen: and 
how much you want to be .renewed- in that Saviour, 
in whom rather than you will rejoyce in bis and 90 
New Birth, you will rejoyce in Bis and your own 
deadly Enemies, viz. th2/e, Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all the/inful Luſt s of the Fleſh, which 
(notwithſtanding) you have fo long fence renounced, / 
(16.) © But here*(fays the undwakened, natural 
% Man) here is not one Word of Proof for this 
« New Birth, Here is nothing but Authority; 
and I have no Notion of this Ip, Faith * ; 
H. eee er 
* Implicit Faith walks as little by Reaſon us ig does by Sights 
— — _ moſt — — nm _— — CAu 
I $ on the wne'?r a = | 
Flgh and Blood, and yet i _ raiſtaken: Ee but far 
one Reaſon, [ wiz.) becauſe it hnow: God it tre, on gauſe be 
has ſaid it is that Faith that pleaſes Gun, becauſe it gives him the 
Glory of his Truth and Faithfuing/e; and becauſe it offers nothing 
to him but the Righteouſneſs, the complete, the perfect, the - 
tent Righteouſneſs of his Son, 2 Faith overthrows Hei. 


and all /ach Natural Religion as oppoſeth the Goſpel. It cas 


the great Mountain of Sin and Unbelief into the Sea. . 
ve, 
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pl 'nor will L1ake Gop's ip BE any thing, 
agrees not with my Reaſon : Now, can d May 
horn wwhen be is old? Can be enter a ſecond Tire 
« to bis Mother's Womb and be born? Ties . 


ſerve, the ObjeR, of this implicit Faith is neither Char a 
Cauncil, nor Tradition ; but the Word of Gop alte, that 
as ſoon fail as Gop ceaſe to be true; and therefore the Believe 
ſpeaks in the frong Terms of Scriyture, he knows, with St. Jon 
he is per /awaded, be has the full Aſurance of Faith, with 98 
and 1100 the *burch of England he has the ſure, Tf ond 
fidence, that his Sins are forgiven him, and that he is ut terly 
aboliſh the whole Body of Sin—— that his Heart is F renewing) 
not renewed 7 becauſe he 4nows Gon 3 % eee ta = 
e him his Sins, and to cleanſe him fo 
ok he confeſſes he has ſinned, yea that 75 of 22 e 19 the 
thing but Sin in him. of 
| But whence then comes that Doubt and Uncertainty-a to Faith 
and 408 8 r Hoe 8 of Sine + ad which the 
_ " Generality a e . recem 
nay, indeed, receive e Faith, though be te 
the c Tenor of the Goſpel,” and that chen iance, 'that 


Peace, that. Happine/3, that Salvation that a Behiever'has'ow'ts | 


Promiſes of Gop ? This unge nerous Dqubt of Gop, bordering 
nearly on rank Unbelief (if ſuch it be not) camnat come from 
fare Truft and Confidence of the Church of England. No, it 
from that corrupt Church (and would to Gop that our look 
gp good Works, © as a Condition of Juſtification" {ay ſang 
ppoſition both to Scriptare and to their own 8 
Sent Fond Conſent +, did not ſhew 4 nearer Alliance, yet 
Church.) It comes (I ſay) from that corrupt Church, w ab 
eltabliſhes Mifru/t, Uncebtainty and Doubt by Canon, by Bau 
that the C 25 and Bleſſcaneſi of the Goſpel-promiſes a 
Effect. Has Gop fete and fro and jwwern? Is Faith the An wy the 
Soul both Jure and ledfaſt ? Is Chriſt the Truth ? the 
Promijes of Gop in Him, Tea and Amen? No. ; 
Behold ! the ſtrong Mountains of Gon f, overturned R 
man Popiſb Canons 81 quis dixerit, omni homini ad rem 
peccatorum aſſequendam, necęſſarium eſſe, ut credat certo à hb 
Jue ulla hæſitatione propriz ä & Indiſpoſicionis,” youey 
ta ſibl eſſe remiſſa; Auatbema fit.” 
Si quis dixerit, hominem a peccatis abſolvi, ac Juſtificafl, ex 
eo, quod ſe abſolvi ac Juſtificari certo eredat; aut neminem vere 
eſſe Juſtificatum, niſi qui credat ſe 'efſe- Juſtificatam, & hag ol 
kde Abſolutionem & Juſtificationem,, Wann z Anme. Cas, 
2 8 14: Conc. Trident. ASC... 
74 Article 12 and 1. 1 Pf cv. l. { Hal 
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0 you have a Saxingy that of bis pwn WH be begat 
: us again with the Word of Truth (a) = that your 
* FBalievers are bam again, net of corruptible Seed, 
ue, ©. but of incorruptible by the Word of God (a). But 
4 * all this. is as inconſiſtent with my Reaſam, as dn 
* « thy ſelf, hate thy Liſe, take up thy Croſs, love yout 
nie,; pluck out your right Eye, loſe your Life, 
* © ſell all. tar what Man. Regdns or even com · 
OT 191 Senſe can receive ſuch Sayings (5)? He hath 


« a Devil and is mad, why hear ye him?“ 

(17.) Thou canſt not receive theſe Sayings ; 1 
now it Unbeliever ; I know thou canſt not receive 
heſe Sayings. And moreover I know the Cauſe 
hereof, which thou knoweſt not; for as Reaſon in 

op, and in all intelligent Beings, who fimply re- 
eive what He has tevealed, is the Eternal Reaſon ot 

ature of Things; or the Nature of Gop and Man, 
ogether with the Relations neceſſarily ſubſiſting be · 
ween them: y Reaſon, O Unbeliever ] becauſe op- 
pofite to, and rebelling againſt this Order of Things, 
annot agree with the Reaſon of GoD: and becauſe 
farther) Satan told. thee and all thy Brethren [og 
ropoic, Toi T peppaTeve, roi Eutwrifring Ts aikvos 
878 ® (c):] that (as 2 your ſelves) ye ſhould know 
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lat. xix. 21, 22. ne vi. 60. 

* In how much more le a State (if they, repent not) are 
he TCA TdQ os Tuxu, the Diſputers, the Cawillers, the 
ceptics, the Reaſoners againſt any revealed. Truth, of this Chris 
lian World, as it is call d; than thoſe whom St. Bev] ſpeaks of 
in this Place ! Our Diſputers, who not oaly cewvi/ againſt the Holy 
hoſt, and deny his Azency, his Inſpiration 3 but indeed ſuſpect 
is Veracity in whatſoever ſquares not with their fallen Realon, 
r thwarts their carna ! Mind Rom. viii. 7. that Gage which 
alan promiſed in an independent Enjoyment of the Creature 
1 Diſputers, who though readily they receive the Witneſs of 
of Men, who are Lyars) canvaſs the Truths of God, the 

pings of the Spirit, with the niceſt Scrutiny: for, in ſhort, they: 
give little Credence (farther than as tis the Cuſtom of the Coun; 
ry) to what He bas rgvealed ;  particulazly# as touching Man's 


divine 
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Good and Evil independently of God. Hinc illz A 
chrymæ. Hence the (uſually ſo call*d) Pride of fall 
Reaſon, —the Rebellion of Common Senſe in Matien 
of Faith. Here ſee Satan's Standard againſt te 
Goſpel; here is the Source of Reaſoning Unbelig 
Hence let us learn, that whenever we heſitate 
or diſpute againſt any revealed Truth; then x 
the ſubtle Serpent carrying on, and prolonging the 


divine Perfection and diabolic Depravation in his Creation and 
Fall; and the conſequent Neceſſity of his being reſtored to ih 
Image of Gop ——they as little believe, that every unawakencd, 
uxreproved, [John xvi. 8, 9.) unrencwed Soul is a Legion of Devil 
| _ v. 2, 16. John viii, 41, 44,] as they do, that Man in h 
rſt Creation was made hut a little lower than Gop ( 

DDD Fp PC. viii. 6) than Gop, Father, Son, und fle 
Ghoſt N — cur Diſputers, I ſay, our Free-Thinkers, oa 
manly Reaſoners, Who (Gods as they are themſelves [Gen. iii. 3. 
diſdain ſimply to take Gon's Word; and believe no farther char 
they can /ee [John xx. 29]; and therefore both think and % 
Evil of the Holy Spirit [i Pet. iv. 14.) that Holy Spirit, without 
whom no Man can call Jeſus 57 Saviour; that Spirit who ze 
is the ſole Giver of all ſaving Faith [Gal. v. 22. Phil. i. 29.]- 
our Diſputers are yet ſuch as once were baptized into the T 
of his Grace, as well as into the Death and Reſurrection of the 
Second Perſon [Rom. vi. 3, 6 ]—are ſuch as profeſſed. to beſien 
in him as their San&ifier together with the reſt of Gop's Ele 
Peofl —nay, are ſuch as at their Confirmation profeſſed to re 
ce ive Him in order 70 encrea/e in his Gifts and Comforts, wort 
and more till they ſhould come to his everlaſiing Kingdom. When 
as St. Paul's Diſputers were (generally) plain Bonet Heathens 
who had no other Way of coming to Gop, but by that Law 
written in the Hearts of all Men=——the very loweſt Portion of 
Grace, and yer a great Bleſſing tco! a Grace ! a Blefling! 
which the Ge of Love left in the Soul; or (if I may ſo ſay) 
ther ſubſtituted in the room of his deſpiſed Image, as a Su Wo 
tum for ſubſequent Revelation: /ub/tituted, I ſay, in that Sod) 
which otherwiſe in conſequence of his juſt Threat, Gen. ij. 1, 
had been guire (irrecoverably) dead to him; as indeed all fac 
Souls are, as uſe not this ane Talent,—they were ſuch as neither 
received nor even heard of the Scriptures of the Oli and Nav 
Teſtamen they were left 20 Go p's uncovenanted Mercy, which 
wwe have no room to ſay any thing of, who have heard and 
ceived the glad Tidings of the Goſpel; who have believed in tht 
Name of Jeſus Chril, whereby alone Men muft be ſaved, Wal 
ov! 


[53] 


ata! Scene, which he ated ſome time ſince with us 


4 | | 
lle in our common Parent. Then is he rebelling wwith- 


# us againſt the Lord, and againſt his Anointed. 


* 

the | (18.) However, as I would feign become all Things 
ref o all Men, as 1 would provoke to Fealouſy, fooliſh as 
ate am, thoſe, who will not believe except they ſee,” or 


or this Reaſon of Reaſons, becauſe it is written, (Au- 
hority ſufficient for the Devil, would he akvays own 


dur Church in her 18th Article. In a Word, they ſinned not in 
he Abuſe of covenanted Grace in the Abuſe of Sacraments and 
N-dinances, as our Diſputers of this preſent World do ; who, tho' 
hey have the ſure and ſtedſaſt Anchor of Goy's Word and Oath 
o rely on; yet fly from it to themſalvesn— to the Uncertainties 
nd Doubtings [ uνννν,jmt., 1 Tim. Ii. 8.] of their fallen Rea- 
on- u bo, tho they may have the full Aſſurance of Faith, ſuch a 
Meaſure of Grace and Love as may aſſure their Hearts before 
op—as may give them a Witne/5 in tbemſelves, ſtronger than 
en thouſand Arguments, or Mathematical Demonſtrations ; yet 
il! they (O ! innate Rebellion ! becauſe Gop has forbid it) know 
im by Wiſdom [1 Cor. i. 21 ] J, ne copias, by Reaſon, by 
arning, by Plyloſopby, after the Tradition: of Men, aſter the 
Pudiments of this World : not conſidering that Gos had ſaid, he 
ould not be known in this Manner, when he ſurrounded the 
ree of Life with flaming Swords, and made it inacce/ible but 
hro' Him, who is the Way, who is the Door; thro* which alone 
e can have Acceſs, Rom. v. 2 
O then ye Su{nr1Tar Ts atwpes Tere | ye Sopot x ανννt— 
Ow much more intulerable is your Caie than that of your Bre- 
hren the Antient Greeks ? [1 Cor. i. 21, 22.) If our Lord has 
Power on Earth to forgive Sins: if he has Power thro' that ſim- 
Me Faith, which he gives, (but ſome will not receive} to all Men 
under the Goſpel to make you every Whit clean: if (in fine) a 
reſent Forgiveneſs of Sins, or Fu/{ification ; a preſent Holineſs of 
Heart, or San7ification be THE GOSPEL, T1 Taire Siarcoyileds 
Tels Kapdais vuay ; why reaſon ye againſt this Goſpel in your 
Hearts? why ſay ye, that they b/a/pheme, who (according to our 
Lord's Appointment) preach this Goſpel to every Creature, and of- 
er theſe Bleſſings to guilty and polluted Sinners? 
v. Apoſtates ! ye Tramplers on that Blocd wherewith ye once 
ere ſan#ified! ye Refflers of the Holy Ghost ye Renewwers of 
he Macedonian and Nestorian Herefies ! Know, that all Doubt 
id Hefration, much more wi/fu/ Oppoſition in Things revealed 
Py Gp is rank Infidelity » and that there is little or no Medium 
between fimple believing, and downright Unbelief, &c. 
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it) (r); I will (to inforce further what has been ſhidy 
and to prove the Importance of the Day to ſuch 
will not imply believe ;) ſhew, that the New Birth i 
2 Doctrine built and ſtabliſhed on the hig Reaſon 
But Reaſon till it muſt be enligbiened by Faith, and 
nded on Scripture; ſuch Reaſon as Man alwayy 
ated by before his Fall; Reaſon; nearly allied tg 
Grace, that Breath of the Power of Cop | that Is 
fluence flowing from the Glory of the Almighty !. enter. 
ing into pure Souls, and making them Friends of Go, 
and Prophets! for all other Reaſon (though barely 
ſafficient it may be for the Conduct of Citi 
Life) is (in Matters of Religion) ngt the Wiſdom that 
is from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb. by 
([ 19.) As therefore you profeſs the Name of 
Chriſtian, 1 may require, I hope, two or three 
Poſtalata, or elſe we ſhall till be Barbarians | to 
one another, and never likely to come to 
Iſſue. I deſire then, that you will believe thus much | 
at leaſt, that Gop created Man in his own Image; 
(for this the very Heathens believe as you read, 
As the xivth) —— that Gop delighted in thi 
Work of his own Hands, for when he had created 
Man in particular, he pronounces a very Good upon 
the whole Creation () that as GOD delighted 
in Man“, ſo Man's Happineſs conſiſted in his Dt. 
pendance 7 GOD——that Man Joſt this Image, ; 
when (at Satan's Inſtigation) he would be happy ine 
wiſe out of God that Satan deftroy'd this De 
pendance, 45 in Holineſs ſo in Happineſs, when he — 
lifted Man up into a State of Independante on his 
GOD. O fatal Words! ye hal be as GODS your- 
ſelves! for as the wiſe Man ſays, the beginning if 
Man's Pride was to fall away from God, and to im 
away his Heart from his Maker (t)—— Now gran r 


{+} See the 4th Chapter of St. Mather, and read over thu 
glorious Homily of the Salvation of Mankind, - + +l 
; (+) Gen. i. 31. Prov. viii. 31, (t) Ecclef. x. 14, 

| 8 Me 
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e but theſ Papal tions, and if. you. tale at all 
out thera, know, that natu ithſtanding your out- 
ad Profeſſion, you are no. Believer (for you believe 
ot what G0 has reveal'd). and that. be ch behie- 
th not Hall be damned : Gtant me, I fay, (L can 
mand them for your Profeſſion's Sake) but theſe 
V Propoſitions; and then your very Reaſon will 
fer another, and it is is; that GOD cannot de- 
b in Man, nor confequently can Man be happy a- 
in in GOD, ill he is become dependent on bim 
ein tbrougb FAITH 3; 1ill be, 15 made again tubas 
vas in ibe Beginning; till he is created anew; or 
l he is reſtored in his primitive, original likeneſs to 
od, viz. Love and Holineſs. N 
(20.) This, my Brethren, is the SUM of the 


res oſpel. The Hopour of GOD, and the Holineſs 
to nd Happineſs of Man centre here: or more parti- 
ny arly, the Intent of all Divine Revelation is, - that 


ee Honour of God be vindicated—that Man be 
Wrought back to his happy Dependance upon GOD, 
hich can be done only by the Power of GOD, im- 
arted thro? FAITH (for all Things are poſſible to him 
at belieueih) that Faith reduce or bring down the 
rie of that independent Reaſan, which at firſt lifted 
an up againſt his Mater, and is ſtill rebelling within 
im, with a Zea, hath Gad ſaid! (hath Gon ſaid in- 
ed, ye ſhall not eat, luſt, covet, i. e. place your 
ines in ſ e, in created Good ?) - that by Faith 
his Evil, which has intailed Miſery upon Man, be 
one away that the Uſurper be caſt down and 
ob reſftored to his Throne in a Word, that 
he unclean Spirit be caſt out, and that Chriſt, who 10 
be met of GOD, and in the Form of whom the 
vine Creature Man was fitſt made; may again be 
Wor med in all Mens Hearts, all. Hearts that believe, 
0D 7s able to do this. For, to ſay all; this, this is 
W-* Truth, ac it is in Feſus, that ye put off concerning 
former Converſation the old Man, which is cor- 


rupt 
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1 — 
rupt according to the deceitful Iufts; (u) and t 
put on the New-Man, which, after God is crea 
again in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs * that ye h 
newed in the Spirit of your Minds; for ue (wills 
lievers) are his Wortmanſbip, created in Chriſt Tel 
unto good Works, which GOD had before ordained thi 
due ſhould cvalk in them (b). Wherefore, conſider, ye 
barely moral Men (for whom T more peculiathy "i 
tend this Part of this Diſcourſe) ye naturally reli 
ous, ye that before the I»/piration of GOD's Sp 
(in Oppoſition to your own Church) (e) ſeek td d 
juſtified by your natural and therefore ful Works= 
Conſider, ye /elf-righteous, who ſeek Juſtificationin 
yourſelves (d) through that Law, which has not ye 
accuſed you, becauſe you bave kept it (it ſeems) from 
your Youth up—that Law, which *tis plain you ate 
norant of, becauſe you are yet alive under it (e); M 
cauſe it has not ſlain you (F); becauſe its end is M 
anſwer' d in you; for it has not brought you Self- c 
demned 10 Chriſt (g) Conſider (I pray you) that 
the Above, are not vain Words, but that if ye pan 
not with the old Adam (as your Church prayed 
when you were admitted into Covenant with Gag) 
(5 if you are not baptized into Chriſt (i. 
ye put not on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ye are yet in 
Sins; ye are Strangers to the Covenants of | 
miſe made to this Goſpel Day (#)——that withotl 
Chrift there is no hope for you——that if CH Y 
not formed in you (1) (though you may call "zl 
Words of the Apoſtle, Cant) you are yet naked d 
GOD's Image; being (becauſe out of Chriſt) alt 
[ Atheiſts) without God in this World (m); for whiſ 
ever denieth the Son, the ſame hath not the Father ( 


(a): Epheſ. iv. 21, &c. (b) Eph. ii. 10. +8 
(e Jide 12th Article, +(d) Luke xvi. an (e R 
vii. 9. ({)}—si. ( Gal. iü. 4. (+) Fide OH 
Publick baptiſm. 4 i) Rom. vi. 4 Ez. xxx 
{1) Gal. iv. 19. (my) Rph. ii-12. ) i John h. N 


= [7] 
or can any Man come to. GOD the Father without 
OD the Sen (*). 8 3 
(21.) Again, if all Mankind be conceived and born 
» Sin, if of Conſequence every Imagination of ibe 
WE oughts of Man's Heart be only Evil continually , 
his inward Parts are very Wickedneſs (and alas! 
he whole, the unfeeling. perceive not zhis in Order to 
ook out for a Remedy !)——if the unclean Spirit 
Wppcar in Love of the World, in Senſuality, Ambi- 
jon, and an idolatrous Covetouſneſs, in the Luſt of 
be Fleſh, in the Luſt of the Eye, in the Pride of Life, 
if the dymb and deaf Spirit, that can neither 
peak nor hear to the Praiſe and Glory of GOD, 
Wc in every unrenew'd Soul, at leaſt in every Soul 
hat will not be awaken'd to a Senſe of its want of 
being renewed, —if Satan rule in all Chriſtleſ Hearts; 
Pride, Paſſion, Anger, &c. hurrying them ſome- 
imes into the Fire, and ſometimes into the Water 1 
nto all the Extremes of Sin and Wretchedneſs,—if - 
he Unbeliever's Throat is an open Sepulchre ; if the 
Poiſon of Aſps be under his Lips; if his Mouth be 
ull of Curfng and Bitterneſs z; if the good Phari- 
e breathe out Threatning and Slaughter (in particu- 
ar) againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, contradicting and 
W.2/pheming againſt the preſent Power of the Goſpel z 
ay, if the as innocent but more honeſt Publican le- 
el his blaſphemous Oaths and Imprecations againſt 


1 


— 
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n 


be 1 High himſelf, ſtorming with all the Rage 
nd Rebellion of the Devil againſt the Almighty (a); 
þ f ORE I S 1 
bo John xiv. 6. - 
(a) But who ſees this, that does not ſee his own Heart ! Do 
hoſt ec think that our Nobility, our civilized and moralized Gentry, 


old daily and hourly commit this Jamming Sin, this perſonal Ja- 
wry offered to Gon ; or that even our Mobility, not quite fo ci- 

il in ſome reſpeRs, could thus curſe Gop to bis Face, or (con- 
rary to His Deſign who died to ſave them) pray Him to dams 
ei Soul: ? ——do we think that this Outrage could be done, 
» 7 + DW Soul & dead to Goy, that it hates Gon, 
is (and in it pleads for In/en/ability) ling, and 
herefore (cho) there be neither Luft, xm Lc — Peatate 
o exAte it) Smits hi Sin, as all others, with Grecdina/; ? 
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Vruiſe the Serpent's Head in it? What a Nec 


| ſacred Profeſſion, and having little Taſte for the divinely 145 
' Writings) ſpend their Time and Parts in the heathen C 


: 
\ 


{| [I 86] 
—if every natural, unawakened Soul be the G 
Demoniac, poſſeſſed with a Legion of Devils, ty 
nizing over the Creature made in Gop's on 
Image, and hurrying it headlong to endleſs Penh 
tion to add no more, if the whole World Wi 
Tovypu veire lyeth in the wicked one; yea deeper noi 
than ever, becauſe of a longer Abule of the G 
pel, and a more avow'd Contempt, a mote bar 
faced Rejection of its Power, (viz. Inſpitatibnl 
which, our Church ſays, can alone cleanſe the Though 
of our Hearts) ( and of its two great Bleſſings 1 
preſent Forgiveneſs of Sins and a preſent Holineſs 
Heart,——if this be the inexpreſſibly pitiful Cit 
of the whole fallen Nature till refered by Faith i 
= = - 4 
Quam dignus Vindice Nodus, | 
— ut DEUS interfit (c)! | 


7 


How glorious a Cauſe is here for a good Gop to i 
pear in! What Need is there, that He ſhould 

ſume this diſtreſſed Nature ſo nearly allied to hit 
once his own Image! to reſcue it from _ 


here for the Arm of the Lord! for the Strength dl | fal 


Salvation; for the Strengib of Gop to fave! (and 
how ſweet, how comfortable, how raviſhing, is ui 


3) Collect beginning the Communion Office, 5th Sun 
after Eafter and gth after Trinity, 5341448 

(e I think it neceſſary to apologize for the Uſe of thel 
Words ; but I chuſe them rather than any Scriptural ones, | 
cauſe they are an Authority of greater Weight than any ja 
with thoſe for whom 1 deſign the Argumentative Part of tit 
Di:courſe. Not that I think (for the Occaſion of them pro 
the contrary) that the Poet ſpoke them (like the heathen Nau, 
or the wicked High Prieſt) in a prophetic Spirit. But I haves 
godly Fealouſy over ſuch of my own Order, as (contrary to tht 


and call them (as one in particular was not aſham'd to do) Wn 
Sacra, My Bible. N 


3 
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ame Zeſus ! hm Redeemer to the captive 
ul, that feels the Tyranny, the Bondage of the Op- 
Wrcfor.!) What Need have we of a DEO VIN- 
ck, an avenging Gop, to plead our Cauſe with 
„ that ſtriveth with us, and to fight againſt bim 
62, fobicth againſt us? But ſuch an one (Thanks be 
Wo Gor for his unſpeakable Gift!) we have. For, 
bo is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed Gar- 
ents from Bozrab ? This, that is plorious in bis 
{pparel, Travelling in the Greatneſs of his Strength ? 
= WHO SPEAK IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
MIGHTY TO SAVE. Wherefore art thou red in 
bine own Apparel, and thy Garments like him that 
WW r:adeth in the Wine Fat? I have trodden the 
ine · preſs ALONE, and of the People there was 
NONE with me: for I will tread them in mine An. 
ger, and trample them in my Fury, and their Blood 
all be ſprinkled upon my Garments, and I will ftain 
en Rayment. For the Day of Vengeance is in my 
Heart, and the Near of my Redeemed is come. 
therefore mine own Arm brought Salvation unto me, 
(the whole Chrijt, Head and Members) (d) and my 
Fury it upheld me (e). 

(22.) But farther, if the whole human Nature by 
falling out of Gop be unmade,—if it have loſt. its 
Holineſs and Happineſs, together with its eſſential De. 
pendence on Gop ; when (as has been obſerved) the 
ſubtle Serpent lifted it up into a Deſire of Iudepen- 
dence, and excited a fatal Curioſity of taſting a fo- 
reign deſtructive Happineſs, — if therefore all have 
ned, and come ſhort of the Glory, which Gop de. 
fened them, both his awn and theirs,—if it be plain 
from ſcriptural Reaſon, that the Purity of Gop is 
fuch, that he cannot behold, much leſs dwell with 
Iniquity,—if (as Job ſays) the Heavens are not clean 
m bis Sight, and that he charges bis Angels with 


{4) 1 Cor. xii. 12, 27. (+) Ifaiah Ixiii. 1, 2, 3. 4» 5+ 
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Foy if the Nature of that Happineſs, that Gay 
has prepared for his Believers be ſuch, that it caps 
not be enjoyed but by renewed and ſpiritual Minds; 
for that ſuch is the Nature of Things, that unleli 
we have Diſpoſitions in us ſuitable and anſwerable 
to the Objects that are to entertain us, we can take 
no manner of Complacency in them z no more thay 
a deaf Man can in the molt raviſhing Muſick, or a 


q 

blind Man in the fineſt Paintings—it without going 

cen unto Perfection (as the Apoſtle ſays) or without 
his Holineſs (as a Habit or Diſpoſition of Soul, no Man . 
can ſee the Tord: and if this Holineſs is not to E“ 
had, but as a Gift from Him, who has purchaſed i an 
for us by his Blood, and whoſe ſole Property it d: tha 
How neceſſary on theſe Principles is the Doctrine of 75 
Reſtcration ? How neceſſary on theſe Principles is the * 
great Myſtery of Godlineſs, which we now bleſs Gop cal 
for; even the IMMANUEL, or Chriſt to be 2. 
formed (F) in every believing Heart? How neceſlayy 0 
on theſe Principles is the New Creation ? and hoy TI 
impoſſible is this New Creation to be obtained with- on 
out the Creator“? without the omnipotent, eter a) 
(f) Gal. iv. 19. | Re 
Who but he that kncws his own Heart; that is raught of Mi; 
Go that is reproved of Sin ; whoſe own Heart ſhews him the eſt 
Wickedneſs of the Ungody? dreams what a difficult Thing it gta Ca 
be a Chriftian ? and yet all Things are poſſible to him that bv uſe 
licverh, Can nothing but the ſame Almighty Power that created As 
the Soul of Man at firſt, cloath it again, now that it is naked and to 


ſtript of the Image of God? Can no leſs Power than that of the 
CREATOR, create anew ? What muſt I do for thee, thou mol 
exalted Ethic Virtue ! Philoſophy! thou admired Diana, whom 
all the Earth wworſhippeth, how can I get thee in here! Human 
Power! Human Vittue ! Human Reaſon ! where ſhall I place 
thee to Advantage in this Affair ? Trevi Stavroy, be contents 
let it be thy Strength to fit ſtill. But when thou haſt received 
Grace, when it has humblcd thee into a deep Self 4nowledge 3 
then wilt thou be adize, then thou wilt fee] that thou haſt Powe 
em on high, and that Grace, as it is Divine Power cannot by 
Fill ; but that it is an active operative Energy, or an ia 
Working, Then wilt thou fay with the Prophet, Let ws art 


Par 
. n 

al Word, who ſpoke all Things ing Being, which 
Now begets every Believer (g). at whoſe Pleaſure al 
Things are and were. created in the Beginning; and 
who now ſits upon his Throne, making all Things 
new (b), all Things that were deſtroyed (7) or un. 
made by Sin: for doth not the whole Creation groan 
and travel in pain together, waiting for this Manife« 


Be $ Gop ? | 
ation of the Sons of GoD (23.) And 


7) James i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 23. (b) Rev. xxl, 5. 
„. li 17. * | 
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be 
dit and be doing, and the Lord wwill be with us. Indeed, if thou act 
5: thus in Subordination to Grace, then thy Labour ſhall or be in 


vain in the Lord: for he will accept (as he demands) thy Work o 
Faith and Labour of Love. But otherwiſe, be amazed thou m 
improved Reaſon, at this ſuperior Work : Adore what thon 
canſt not comprehend : ſtay in thy own Sphere: be decent and 
civilized : regulate the outward Decorum for thou canſt do no 
more: be as uſeful in the Ethnic State and Community as thou 
canſt : but leave CHRISTIANITY, for iwis the NEW CREA- 
TION to that Un&ion, which (in fact) thou deſpiſeſt and lookeſt 


ey 
Q, 
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th- on with an evil Eye. And thou, Academic Learning, ſhall I 
ter. ſay nothing of thee on this Occaſion? Canſt thou by ſearching 
= ind out Got, canſt thou find out the Almighty unto Perfuction ? 


Nay, canſt thou tell what Life and Motion is, in the meaneft 
Reptile ? What is * in Plants, or Coheſion in inanimate 


f of Matter? And yet I efteem thee as à Servant when thou demean- 
| the eſt thy ſelf humbly, I acknowledge thy Sub/erwiency (in ſome 
is t Caſes) to Divine Writ; I look on thee as ornamental and uſeful, 
. »/eful ſo long as thou wilt be ſubject to Divine Revelation, ſo long 
ated as thou wilt bow thy Summity to it, ſo Jong as thou wilt ſubmit 
and to the Vim of Gov. But this if thou wilt not ſtoop to, I 
the —— thee the Peſt of Chriſtian Religion (however thou 
noſ aſt ſhined in rational heathen Worſhip) witneſs thy numberleſy 


Hereſies from Age to Age. Yea, thou art that very Knenzvle 
Good and Exil (of abuſed Good, of improved Evil) which tne 
Devil promiſed, when he liſted Man up into Rebellion again 
his Gop. But, O what a Blefiirg (a rare Gift indeed!) is 
Learning with Simplicity! (if this be not a Blundey in our refined 
Age for what is Learning for, but to deſtroy Simplicity ?**) 
e an Inſtance of it in the learned St. Chry{/ipm, ſo much com - 
mended by our learned Reformer: in that Homily (would one think 
ir?) /o often ſubſcribed, under the 35th Article, by a//the Clergy 


n England. 
* Whoſts 


* . o 
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(23.) And if that Likeneſs which Gor (at fl 
created the Soul of Man in, be Love or F 
or the Love of Gop ' Purity) — If this Love, WM 
ikeneſs be effaced, by that 3 Concupiſam 
Luſt, or Love of the Creature, its irreconcilable 
pofite! which (tho? happy all others be in their mu 
pleaded for Inſenfibility) every awakened Soul gra 
under, and feels to be the carnal Mind which 5 Dont 
to Gop—If to be thus carnally minded is Death; 
if they, that are thus in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe Gop, 
—if the Bleſſedneſs, the Happineſs, (that is, the 
HOLINESS) which Gop deſigned for Man be thus 
loſt in that created Good, which he never intended 
to be the Object of his Love; in a Word, if it e 
loſt in SELF (for faid the ſubtle Serpent, with a Tye 
in his Mouth) Gop doth know that in the Day thaty 
eat thereof, ye ſhall be as Gods yourſelves —If this he 
the Caſe, how neceſſary is it, that we be begotten 
again by that ſame Word (k), which (left us as aff 
Legacy in his laſt Will (7), the New Teſtament) is 
fill of the ſame Power (when mix'd with Faith) (m) 
to every expecting Soul, that it was in the Begin: 
ning? How neceſſary is it, that this Word beget u 


again? 


% Whoſoever giveth his Mind to holy Scriptures with diligent 
*.Study and burning Deſire, it cannot be ſaith St. Chry/o/tom, that 
0 he ſhould be left without Help. For either Gop Almigly 
« will ſend him ſome Godly Doctor to teach him as he did tow 
«© ſtruct the Fxnuch,—or elſe if we lack a lear Man to is 
« ſtruct and teach us; yet Gop him/elf from above will gin 
* Light unto our Minds, and teach us thoſe Things that are 
* eſſary for us, and wherein we be ignorant, —-Man's humat 
and worldly Wiſdom and Science is not need/ul to the Unides 

« ſtanding of Scripture but the Revelation of the Holy Ghoſt; 

«« who inſpireth the true Meaning unto thoſe, who with Humily 

«© and Diligence do ſearch therefore. He that atketh hall haw, 

* he that ſeeketh ſhall find, he that knocketh, ſhall have the Du 
opened J. | 

+ Second Part of the Homily of the Knowledge of Ha 

Scripture, | 

755 Ja. i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 23, (7) Heb. ix. 16. (H 


— 
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gain that it /þ Peget us ab te make us vg 
5D; for every one that 'loveth is borw of Gon and 
werb Gov (n) that it / beget us as to try 1b 
14 Man, fays our Church, or deſtroy that Love of 
© World (the aforeſaid independent Concupiſcence) 
hich is Enmity with Gop (o)?—that it ſo beger-us 
to take in the ſecond Table of the Law ( alſo; 
iz, that we love one another With a pure Heart fer- 
ently (4) 80 
(24.) Behold here, my Brethren, our Chriftian 
Perfection we mean no more by it than bir; this 
ve of Gob and of all Men, whether Fbes or 
Friends ; this Love of Gop with all its Eruits of do- 
ng and ſuffering, we mean no more by it than this 
Divine Gift, this reſtored Image of the Godhead, this 
ward parifying Chriſtianity, this Holineſs, which is 
W721i". Now that this be red is very plain (I 
think) from the foregoing t, even from 
thy own Conceſſions, owrward Profeſſor! Where 
chen (I pray) is the Occaſion of all the Offence given 
by this Word CHRISTIAN PERFECTION, a 

Word as much abborred as if invented fraudulently 
by us, 7 not ſpoken by our Lord and his Apofties, 
Was if Voiſted into the Text to overturn Foundations, 
as if Anti- cbriſtian, and Anti- ſcrĩiptural and Hereti- 
cal; to deprive Man of all Good. Do we exact 
any thing, but what Gop has appointed ys, in or- 
der to make us (as at the Beginning) when hoh, 
happy. 

(25.) Again, if Man be (what none but the 
awakened, conviłted, emptied, believing - Chriſtian ex- - 
periences to be true, if he be a fallen incarnate Spi- 
rit—if he be an incarnate Devil (for corruptio optimi, 
t peſſma) or (as our Church expreſſes. it in her Ho- 


(n) John iv. 7. 60 Ja. iv. 4. Rom. «ili. 9. 
to. q) 1 Pet. i. 22. ? 
mily 


— 
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m:ly. far this Day) the Image of the Devil ; vol 
Fleſh and Blood, poiſoned with all the helliſh Tl 
pers, that make Satan wheat he is, viz. Guilt, Ball 
tion, Hatred of God, Independence on him, rebel 
Pride, Self-will, Luſt or Love of the World, & 
and if Gop in his Love, in his one eternal Pup 
wherein ALL MEN may ſee what is the, Fella 
4 tbe Myſtery, which from the Beginning of the Wil 
ath been bid in Gop, who created all Things by 
Chriſt (5), if Gop, not only in his Love, but inal 
Wiſdom, (and the Event proves his adorable Wild u 
thought fit to reſtore the whole loſt Race, by ha 
it created anew in himſelf, and appointed moni 
that this Bleſſing ſhould be applied to the Indiviꝗ 
thereof by Faith, by ſuch a Paith (Pve ſaid) as , 2u8 
fet aſide Man's independent Wiſdom and Knil 
edge; and fo bring him back to his primitive Wi 
py Dependence If Things be ſo (and hem 
in the Duſt, then fallen, faith-oppoſing Reaſon, 
then ſhalt account for them!) If Things be ſo, li 


U 


can forbear; what Chriſtian I mean (for all af a 
will reaſon in their Hearts (i againſt Chriſt's P 
on Earth either to atone or cleanſe ;) what Belig 

who has either felt, or knows he ſhall feel theſe lei 
ſings of the Goſpel, (becauſe he is faithful who 
promiſed) can forbear praying and praiſing 50h 
with our Church, We yield thee begrty Thanks, il 


Her Words are theſe : By the Fall it came to paſs, thl 
before he was bleſſed, ſo now he was accurſed : as before hi ral 
loved ſo now he was abhorred : as before he was moſt bea 
and precious, ſo now he was moſt vile and wretched in the 
of his Lord and Maker. Inſtead of the Image of Gop, hel 
row become the Image of the Devil. Inſtead of a Citizen 
Heaven, he was become the Bond-ſlave of Hell, having in 
ſelf no one Part of his former Purity and Cleanneſs; but ba 
altogether ſpotted and defiled ; inſomuch, that nowv he ſeem 
be nothing elſe but a Lump of Sin, and therefore by the juſt Jul 
ment of GoD, was condemn'd to everlaſting Death, 2 
4+) Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10,11, (g) Ibid. (:) Mai 
7. 8. | | 1 
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merciful Father, that thou haſt vouchſafed to call us 
to the Knowledge of thy Grace and Faith in thie— 
that thou haſt given us the Forgiveneſs of all our Sins 
the Forgiveneſs of thoſe Things whereof our Conſci- 
ences were afraid. Strengthen us, we beſeech thee, 
Lord, with the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and daily 
increaſe in us thy manifold Gifts of Grace—and bum- 
bly we beſeech thee to grant, that as we are dead un- 
to Sin, and living unto Righteouſneſs, and as we are 
buried with Chriſt in his Death, we may crucify the 
old Map, and utterly aboliſh the whole Body of Sin— 
even, that the old Adam may be ſo buried, that the 
New Man (JESUS CHRIST) may be raiſed up in 
that all carnal Afefions may die in us, and 
that all Things belonging to thy Spirit may live and 
grow in us, —that we may have Power and Strength 
to have Viftory, and to triumph againſt the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſb that thou wouluſt de- 
fend us with thy heavenly Grace — that we may con- 
tinue thine for ever——end that we may daily in- 
creaſe in thy boly Spirit more and more, until we come 
to thy everlaſting Kingdom * * — If Things be fo, 
ow neceſſary is Faith, that Faith that purifieth the 
leart (u)? how neceſſary the Preaching of Faith ? for 
is by Faith alone that we have acceſs (w), by Faith 
e are juſtified (x), by Faith the Righteouſneſs of Gop 
ours (y); and indeed no meaner. Righteouſneſs can 
leaſe an infinitely juſt and holy Goo Ho neceſ- 
the Preaching the Goſpel, the Dofrine' of the 
oſs (JESUS CHRIST ALONE AND HIM 
RUCIFIED) though it give us. much Offence, 
, even now, as it did from St. Paul's Mouth (2), 
as its Author did in the Days of his Fleſh when 
was the Sign ſpoken againſt (a) ? how neceſſary this 
Read over the Offices of Public Baptiſm and Confrrmation. 


(«) Ads xv. g. (ww) Rom. v. 2. (x) ==iil. 28. 
) == ili. 22 (=) Gal. v. 11. 1 Cor. 1, 22. 23. 


) Luke ii. 34- 
| K ſame. 


ſame Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, of Expounding (by 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit) that Word of Gob,' which 
then comes with Power to the Hearts of the Hen 
ers? How neceſſary a continual miniſterial Attendant 
upon this very Thing? the early and late Laboum d 
thoſe, whom this Laodicean [humanly-righteous au 
therefore lute- warm] Age caſts out? How neceſſar, 
(in a Word) is a frequent Repetition of the any 
Thing (for the Hearers jafe, nor grievous (b) to the 
Preachers who ve, who love both their Lord and 
his Church) the ſame Thing ! that abſolutely indiſpen 
ſible Condition! the New Birth, abſolutely india 
Ble, I fay, on the Suppoſition of Man's Divine Cres 
tion in the Beginning; the Suppoſition of his Fal 
from it; and the Suppoſition that our Lord knew the 
Buſineſs he came into the World upon. Hear him. 
ſelf, ye Philoſophers of this Age, Academici ! Stoigil 
Peripatetici ! it ye will not believe our Report. We 
rily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except a Man [Man it 
general, every Man] be born again, he cannot ſee; & 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gov. It is not aid” 
he ſhall not, but he cannot, while he continues in hi 
Old Birth (concerved and born in Sin) he cannot with 
out a thorough, real, inward Change of Heart and 
Alffections (let Satan employ what Subtilty he pleaſe 
to interpret away the Force of theſe Words, togethe 
with Man's Salvation) he cannot; Verily, verily, 


he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gop : whether 14 
that Kingdom, that is here Righteouſneſs and Peas ./ /: 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, or that Kingdom berge 


ter into which nothing that defileth can enter, and 
which endureth to endleſs Eternity, 

(26.) O, my Brethren, let us beg of Gop, Gram 
to conſider the End of his Goſpel (fo ſuited to the 
Evils we ſufter through our Fall in Adam J) the 
Santiification of our polluted as well as the Jultifics 


{6b} Phil. iii. 1. 


. F. 
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jon of our guilty Souls. And let us beg of him to 
ive us ſuch a ſpiritual Diſcernment, as to ſre into 
he /atannical Devices of ſuch (as crept in unawares, 
he Enemy that did it) rend the Goſpel in pieces by 
parating its Holineſs from its Pardon: who thus 
make it (Maſter-ſtroke of Satan |} a ſinful Goſpel: 
ay, who rend (as much as in them lies) the Perſon . 
f Chriſt, ſeparating the King from the Prieſt, mak - 
ng the boly and immaculate Jeſus a Miniſter of Sin. 
D wretched Men! good had it been for you, had 
ou never taſted the good Word of Gop, or the Powers 
the World to come. Your Motto is that of your 
ore-father Simon Magus, and your Brethren the 
Vicolaitans of old, Let us continue in Sm, that Grace 
nay abound f. Let us conſider, I ſay, the one 
End of that Goſpel, which (together with the Holy 
hoſt ſent down from Heaven) was to beget us again 
as we have ſeen) unto a lively Hope by the Reſurrec- 
ion of Jeſus Chriſt (working powerfully (c) in us) 10 
n Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fad 
th not away, reſerved in Heaven for you (as many 
Belieyers as you are) who are kept by the Power of 
10D through Faith unto Salvation (d), ready to be re- 
ealed in all quickened expecting Hearts. Let us con- 


1 See 2 haraQer of theſe f/thy Dreamers, (who turn the 
race of Gow into Laſciviouſneſs, who uſe the Liberty of the Gofe 
bel for an Occaſion to the Flip) in St, Peter's 24 Epiſtle, and in 
ne F piſtle of Jude. See here the diſmal Effects of tearing the 
aſpel Sy/lem ! but ſee alſo the over-ruling Power of Gop in 
ringing Good out of Evil! how ſucceſsfully does he turn Sa:au's 
Veapons on his own Head ; for to this Bellis Seft, who denied, 
nd do deny, the Power of Chriſt in the Flip are we obliged for | 
t. John's Epiſtles ; where he ſnews both what it is ta believe in 
-hriit, or 70 confeſs him come in my Fleſh; my SanRiher, y 
leanſer from Sin, the Bruiſer of Satan's Head [Power] in me, 
dr my King : as alſo what are the infallible Marks or T of a 
ue Chriſtian 3 viz. Purity or Lowe and Obedience: 1 ove ta Gold 
nd Man; Love and Obedience to God's i, his Law, his , 
«mmandments ; his Words and Sayings: for to ſuch as have 
hele Teftr, they are not grievous. 
( Phil. iii. 10. Col. i. -9. (4) 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. ©. 

| K 2 ider, 


81 | 
ider, that Chriſt was in vain call'd IMMANUEL, 
if we look not to his holy Spirit to impart to u 
Power of that Name, and thereby make us Parta 
of his Divine Nature (e); as he is no Feſus to ud, 
leſs he now ſave us from our Sins; nor Chriſt unlk 
we be anointed, unleſs we receive that Spirit ( 
which the World has not (evenyet) received (g 
that he is no Chriſt unto us (for a bare human H 
rical Faith can make him no more / than it @ 
make Julius Cæſar fo, ——that he is no Chr iſt unt 
us, unleſs we are enabled by the Holy Ghoft, to tl 
him ſo, unleſs we reap the Benefit of all his ON 
unleſs he be our Prophet to teach us inwardly. (id 
this is the Promiſe to our Goſpel Day (+); unlels k 
be our Prieſt both to atone for our Sin, and cla 
us from it, or /o to ſanctifſy us, as to preſent us pu 
feft (i) in himſelf to Gop his Father, having enable 
us thro* the mortal Power of his Croſs to ſacrifice 
him every unholy Temper and Affection: and uni 
he be alſo our King to reign within us (H, to dil 
ſtroy Sin Root and Branch ; to judge the Prince « 
this World in us (J); to bruiſe his Head, ſubdue h 
Power; and make us trample him under cur Feet if 
Let us conſider how directly contrary to the Appoints 
ment of Chriſtmas, (which our Cburch plainly point 
out to be (as we have proved) tbe ſerving and pled 
ing Gor in Newneſs of Life, the being daily renewel 
by the holy Spirit ;) our Modern Celebration of thi 
Feſtival (for ſome Years) has been. And let us n 
and for the future (thro* God's Grace) keep the Feal 
by putting on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and no long 
occaſionally make Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil tt 
Luſts thereof (m); knowing the Time, that now it 
high Time to awake out of our Sleep that the Night i 
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juted Conception and Birth be done away by (what; 
our Church makes the inward and ſpiruual Grace is 
Baptiſm,) the Death unto Sin and the New Birth unto. 
Righteouſneſs, Chriſt is for us born in vain—and thar 
if none of the other precious Effects deſigned in'qur 

Lord's Mediation, and intended to be applyed in the 

other Feſtivals and Ordinances of our faithful Church, 
for ſhe has diſpoſed all her Time to the Glory of 

Gop, and to the Remembrance of what he has done 

for her thro? Jeſus Chriſt, —if none of theſe Bleſ- 

ſings be wrought in us; but that after ſuch Expence 

of Love we are content to be fallen, content to be 

alienate from the Life of Gor ; —if after all that Gon 

in Chriſt has done for us, we are happy in our Cor- 

ruption, happy in our Sins; and ſince /ome Religion 

we muſt have (becauſe our Fore-fathers alſo Jad. 
ſome ; ) (n) we take up with a philoſophic Religion, 

a barely natural or moral Righteouſneſs if thus fruit. 
leſs we are, thus unreſtored, thus unrenewed under 

fuch Means, ſuch Means of Grace; it is a melancholly 

Conſideration to reflect, that Chriſt is alſo dead in 
vain for us. For fo ſays the Apoſtle, I declare unto 

you the Goſpel, which (having received, and ſtanding 

or perſevering wherein) ye are ſaved by: unleſs ye 

have believed in vain. A vain Faith indeed; that 

applies not {i the Day ef Grace) the Bleſſings of 
atoning and reſtoring Grace! And, that a natural, a 

Philoſophic, that is, barely moral Religion (its State, 

(=) 1 Pet. i. 18. 
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alas! 
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alas! gentrally ſdeaking amongſt the World's good | 
People) without a Conformity to, or an Application of. 
the ſeveral Parts of Chriſt's Mediation to our Soul, 


can be of no Service to us, is very wlain from our 
being required to be born anew with Him, the be- 
ing baptized into his Death, the being crucified with 
Him (Words of the fame Import with his own, 


deny thyſelf, take up thy Croſs, ſell all, loſe thy Life!) 


the Riſing with Him, and ſuch like. This and nothing 
ſhort of this, viz. CHRIST SACRIFICED FOR 
US, and CHRIST FORMED IN US, or CHRIST 


IN US THE HOPE OF GLORY is the Sum total 
And to thoſe, who 


of the Believer's Righteouſneſs, 
look for another Righteouſneſs, (even a Righteouſ- 
neſs thro* the Law of Gop) Chriſt is dead in vain. 
(27.) Once more, Let us confider, my Brethren, 
if we are Members of the Proteſtant Church, we hold 
no Place of Purgatory. And though the Spirit of 
our Engliſb Church (in particular) be departed for 
ſome time, together with that Goſpel, from which 
ſhe cannot be ſeparate ; or from which when ſeparate, 
ſhe is but nominal, or has a Name only that fhe livetb. 
Yet hear, I pray you, (for though dead ſbe yet ſpeaks) 
what ſhe ſays in this reſpect: The only Purgatory 
<& for cleanſing] wherein we muſt truſt to * 
js the Death and Blood of Chriſt, which if we ap» 
ce prehend with a true and ſtedfaſt Faith, THE SURE 
TRUST AND CONFIDENCE THAT MY 
e SINS are FORGIVEN, it purgeth and cleanſeth 
 « us from all our Sins, even as well as if he were 
% noi hanging upon the Croſs “.“ Now, if (as 
«c the fays 1 
„ dieth, in the ſame he ſhall alſo be judged, whether 
« it be to Salvation or Damnation; if unleſs our Sins 
be waſhed away in this preſent World, we ſhall 
find no Comfort afterward.” If this be the Caſe 
if this only be the accepted Time, if this be the Day of 
* ' Homily on Prayer. | 


Salvation, 


again) in what State ſoever a Man 


. HI 


[72 ] 
Salvation, if here eſpecially we muſt be ſaved from 
din and its Wages, or never : how highly does it cons 
cern us, that we earneſtly look after this great Change 
from Nature to Grace, Now even Now; how neceſ- 
fary is it, that we recover our Strength [our original 
Likeneſs to Gop] before we go hence and be no more 
ſeen ? Before we go hence, where we ſhall have no 
farther Offers of Grace, no more Offers off the New 
Birth, but muſt die that Death eternally which we 
now fooliſhly (becauſe we believe not) prefer before 


If. | 
(28.) O may theſe Thoughts make deep Impreſſions 
on our Hearts! may the Power of Gop now accom- 


pany his Word preached, though preached in Weak 
neſs! may we now be reproved of Sin, that we may 
be convinced of Righteouſneſs alſo ! (a) may we ſee that 
we have hitherto with Adam been hiding our ſelves 
from Gop, and declining to hear his Voice, the Gof- 
pel of Salvation, of Peace and Holineſs ! nay (in 
deſpite to Gop) covering over our natural Nakedneſs 
with the poor Fig Leaves of a Creature Righteouſ- 
neſs (b), a bare Ethnic Religion, or a kind of 
Paganochriſtianiſm “. May He, who is the Light of 


| the 
(a) John xvi. 8, 9. ) Gen. iii. 7. 

* Pagano-chrifiianiſm! an odd Medley ! if ſuch can be. In- 
deed, the Divine Chri/m iiſelf [however the Name alas! may) 
can no more comport with the Sin and Folly of the wnrefored 
human Nature, than the Spirit of the Goſpel can with the Air 
and Froth of outward Profeſſion, the Formality of an alm 
Chriſtian, the Pride of Life, or the Maxims and Policies of 
bare human Prudence, This Un&#ion from above can never mix 
with the Deſires either of the Fleſh or of the Mind [Eph, ii, 3.] 
farther than as an outward Application or Medicine to purge and 
cleanſe them; or as the Sun may ſhine upon a Dunghill and re- 
ceive no Impurity from it 3 for what Communion hath Light with 
Darkneſs ? or what Concord hath Chriſt avith Belial ? St. Paul 
Jins T VeAeudtTH He Edgxcs x Toy Atavorer, the Luſts or 
rather Hills of che Fleſh, and the Wills or Devices of bare Rea. 
lon unenlightened by Grace; (he means the wain Deceit of Phi- 
lo/ophy after the Rudiments of the World, in Pagan or Will-worſhip 
33 may appear from Colaſſtan the zd) he joins them together as 
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the World, and who lighteth every Man that c 
into the World (though many cloſe their Eyes agi 
the Light, and will not fee, and then impudently ll 
blaſphemonfly ſay, © Gop gives not Grace wil 
| cc 4 


equally odious to Gop, as py compoſing that Dearth in 74 
; A. and Sins, from which (he ſays in the Beginning of he! 
Chapter) Chriſt guickens and raiſes his Believers ; as in the 
and'6th Verſes. . . =- 
But, indeed, that the Name or Shadow of Chriſtianity 
comport with the Power of the Devil, with the avbole Kingdl 
of Darkneſs, is but too evident from the State of Chriftianiry 
it was call) under the Dragon and the Beaft, or the Beaff mi 
the falſe Prophet ; the Imperial and Eccleſiaſtical Hierarei 
Rome 3 and in miſcall'd Proteſtant Communities now ; half 
at all) reform'd : for ſuch have a Name that they live and yet 
dead) notwithſtanding the Purity of Liturgies, Articles and 
milies, neither preached nor na to. But too evident (I Wil 
this is, where the Power of the Goſpel { Pardon and Holine/wlil 
loſt in the Form; where the Out/ide is ſo dreſs'd up that the Wi 
tals die away under our Hands; where the Dagon of a. 
Morality is ſet up, and the Art of Gop forced to give N 4 
where the Terror and Conftraint of a Slave are miſtaken for 
Love of God, which (is the keeping his Commandments ; in tal 
where the Streſt of Chriſtianity is laid on any thing but JES J$ 
CHRIST, AND HIM CRUCIFIED, or on any Thing Wl 
CHRIST JESUS, our #;/Jom, our Righteouſne/5, our Santi 
cation, and Redemption. 1 
Paganiſin is the Religion of Nature civilizzd by Art or Bl 
cation ; or to ſpeak with greater Truth {omg Form, and vi 
as it is) {lightly breathed on by faint Gales from Neur. 
for though magnified the Law of Nature be, all that is Sonlil 
that is even decent and decorous in it, is Owing to this ant 
Source, If you would fee Pagani/m in puris naturalibus, ll 
muſt go amongſt the wild Africans or Indians, who have ne 
yet had any diſtant Tradition from the Goſpel. And, ind 
where fallen independent Reaſon (for ye ſhall know of y 
ſaid Satan) has been civilized to the utmoſt by boaſted Hamas 
what a poor Figure has it made in the Myſteries of My... 
the impure Rites and Ceremonies of Bacchus and Venus ! 2 
Paganiſm is the Religion of Satan, that as it ſaid in the WM 
ginning, Ye ſhall be Gods, ſlill continuerh the Rebellion by 
atry or Worſhip of Himſelf, ſome time in Stocks and- S;ondil 
but noa as odious (or more ſo) to Gop in the H1/-avor vip, i 
Worſhip of a Humay or Se//righteeuſne/i, the Worſhip of our WM 
rits aud Works; and the carved Images made to the Pride 
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en,) or only damning Grace ich he open our 
yes to ſee theſe Things in time; ſeaſt ring. 
the Hour of Death and in the Day of Judgment, 
1 * | + , | in 
+.» the Likene/s of Thi in Heaven bei ;perceded d by 75055 
1 vIZ, 2 g. Karli, 3 l/ity ; which all 
e World, but the true Beliewers, who love Gop / becauſe they 
ave much forgiven them) with all their Hearty and wich all 
eir Strength: which the whole World (I ay) fall down to, and 
dend the Bleſſings of Gop, (their Time, their Parts, thelr 
ealth, Wealth, and Strength) in the Adoration of. , 
All this, (and for Form's Sake, to comply a little with a faintTra- 
ition ready to die, ſays St. John which we have A 2 


\ 
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ll this, when blended a little with the Name of the Go An 
s been ſaid) make up Pageno-chriſtiani/m, or Gentile Chrilti- 


ity. 6 - 
Whereas true Chriftianiſm is that Wiſdom that is from above; 
re, peactable, gentle, full of Mercy and good Works. This holy 
nd&ion, (ſays the wiſe Man) is the Breath of the Power of Gop, 
pure Influence flowing from the Almighty, therefore can no defiled 
bing fall into herbe mateth all Things new, and in all Ages 
tring into holy Soul; { for into a malicious Soul Wiſdom ſpall not 
ver, nor dwell in the Body that is ſubjet unto Sin) fe maketh 
bem Friends of God and qr Chriſtianity then is ſomething 
finitely above the Power of Men or Angels, for it is the Power 
'Gop to the Salvation of every Belizver : it is the Power of 
op reducing Man to his Primitive Creation—— reverſing all 
at Malignity, all that Myftery of Ungodlineſi amd Iniquity, that 
atan inſpired into Man's Soul with his, Yea barb Goo Jaid ?P 
aking thereby his Faith, his Dependence, his Tru and Reliange 
pon Gop ; and filling him with a Self-complacency and a Spirit 
Independence. True Chriftianity is that Avointing which au 
ceive from Gopy that teacheth us all Things, that is, ſheweth ' 
s the Depth of Iniquity, that is in our own Hearts, what 
briſt is to us in ſuch Circumſtances, As it makes us Pqriakers 
— * Nature, ſo : witneſſes the Work CE al *** 
ereas the Language of Pagane-chriftianiſm is, Man | 
ived (for n Sn, i rr — preſent Salvation 
om it) Man foall be ſaved from Hell, becauſe he is rafienal, 
aral, honeſt, good: It aſeribes all the Glory to Gov, and ſays, 
lan [the Believer] is ſaved from Sin, becauſe Chriſt bas died, and 
e has Faith given kim C P. i. 29.] 10 believe it, Faith gives 
im to confeſs Chriſt ;/ that is to receive Him in his Pen and 
Mees; his. Jeſus (Saviour) 3 his Prophet, bis Prieſt, - bis King: 
oking to his Croſs to be emptied as well of his imagin'd Excel- 
nce, as of his rea/ Corruption, the carna Mind, with all its 
ſections and Luſis. Py | es 
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in our fallen Nakedneſs, we (too late) envy the 
ſedneſs of thoſe; whom we ſee, (the. Legion af Ih 
vils being caſt out,) cloathed and fitting in their Neo 
Minds at the right Hand, — cloathed in white M 
(e) even the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus, Chriſt, both 
puted (d) to their Faith, and inberent (e) in theirN 
tures ; and fo be forced to call out (in vain) on tl 
Hills and Mountains to help out our ſcanty Cloud 


ing, and cover us from the Wrath of Gop, frat 
the Wrath of the now deſpiſed Lamb (f). 


And without all Doubt Bere is the Myſtery; It is the Fel 
neſs of the Croſs, that has from the Beginning made the Dif 
ence——that has diſtinguiſhed between the hypocritical and 
Chriſtians : between them that love Chriſt above a//, and then 
fore /ell all; and thoſe that love Gop and Mammon too, if R 
belt is the Foolifhneſ3 of the Croſs, (that is, Chriſt the Fin 
of Gop and the Wiſdom of Gov) that has made the Diſeπ¼²̃ 

tween the ca/led of Gop (ſays the, Apoſtle) and the 

| | Jew and learned Greet, who (having other Dependences) 
| {ill} neither liſten to, nor receive the Call—that has all al 
diſtinguiſhed between the insbard and the outward Chu 
that has made the true Church, always a confeſ/ing Chure 
that has crowned the noble Army of Martyrs, through the 
ral Succeſſions of the Church, the Ephefine, the Smyrnean, ti 
Pergamenian, the Thyatirian, and the [preſent] Sardian : ' (ay i 
moſt enlightened Expoſitors of St. Fohn's Revelation +. All 
indeed the Chatatter of the Church of Sardis agrees exactly wi 
ſuch of the Reformed Churches, as are lapſed again into ti 
piſb Error of Errors, and fallen from their own Conſtitution. I 
ſay no more; the Groſs, which (was always offenſive) it is, that! 
made Believers ſuffer for his Name's * has deliven 
to Death the Oxtca/ts of Men Peter, Paul, Jobn the Deſti 
Afficted, Tormented; of whom the World was not worthy : U 
| Waldenſes, the Albigenſes, the Huſſites, the Lollards, the Wi 
liffiter, our own glorious Reformers, and the Cnulli pietate 
da) as glorious Moravian Church. 

+ See Dr. Henry More on the Revelations, or an Extract ſu 
Him, intitled, An Illuſtration of thoſe two abſtruſe Books, Dun 
and the Revelation of St. John. If the preſent (as they ſay) h 

the Sardian Interval of the Church; the general Awakening 
over Chriſtendom, and the ne-v Offer of the Goſpel, are glori 
Preſages of the approaching Phi/ade/phian, or Millmial State, 

Fe. Rev. vii. 9. (4) Rom. iv. 7 Epheſ. iu. j 
Gol. iv. 19. Kev. vi. 16. 00 Ep 8 
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| 13.1, ; 
(29.) To conclude all. As the Joy ag well as 
; arrow of the World worketh Death (g), as I cannot 
Voce in Appearance only, and not in Heart. for the 
lad Tidings of ibis Day; and as I ſhall not have 
other Opportunity of Rejoycing with moſt of you 
is Chri/imas again, or at leaſt cannot rejoyce as the 
rl does on this Occaſion; I will rejoyce with you 

e as becomes Believers; and let us call on the ex- 
„fre Communion of Saints and Angels, and vye one 

ith another in praiſing Gop,- and ſaying, | 
(30.) „ Glory be to Gop in the higheſt, and in 
Earth, Peace; Good-will towards Men! we 
praiſe thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, we 
glorify thee, we give Thanks to thee for thy 
great Glory, O Lord Gop, heavenly King, Gop 
the Father, Almighty ! and that becauſe thou didſt 


to be Born for us, who by the Operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt was made Very Man of the Subſtance 
of the Virgin Mary his Mother, and that with- 
out Spot of Sin, in order to Make us Clean from 
All Sin. Therefore with Angels and Arch-An- 
gels, and with all the Company of Heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious Name, evermore 
praiſing thee and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord Gop of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are full 
of thy Glory, Glory be unto thee O Lord moſt 
high, Amen, Hallelujab. Glory be unto thee O 
Gop moſt high, for that to us a Child is. Born, 
unto us a Son is given, whoſe Name is IMMA- 
NUEL, Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty Gan, 
the everlaſting Father (), the Prince of Peace, 
of the Increaſe of his Government and Peace 
there ſhall be no End; upon the Throne of Da- 
vid, and upon his Kingdom to order it, and to 
eſtabliſh it with Judgment and with Juſtice, from. 
henceforth even for ever. Great and marvelloug 
ſe) 2 Cor. vii, 10. (5) 2 Cor. v. 19. 
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give thine, only Son to be Born as at this Time, 
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- & are thy Works, Lord, .Gop Almighty, juſt wn 
« true are thy Ways, O King of Saints. Ns 
. & come Salvatien and Strength, and the Kingde 
& of our Gop, and the Power of his CHRIS 
< for the Aceuſer of our Brethren is caſt down, it 
<« they overcame him by the Blood of the Lan 
Therefore, rejoyce, ye Heavens, and ye & 
& dwell in them, even ye that dwell in them 
« Faith, Bleſſing and Glory and Wiſdom uy 
| * Thankſgiving and Honour and Power and Mig 
sa be unto our Gop for ever and ever. Thou! 
. c. worthy, O Lamb, to take the Book, 4 to op 
3 « the Seals thereof, for thou only the Great f 
1 * phet of Gop canſt reveal the Father to us(j) 
| : for thou was ſlain and haſt redeemed us to 
| "<< by thy Blood, out of every Kindred and Tong 
| e and Nation; and haſt made unto our Gop Kin 
1 & and Prieſts, and we ſhall reign on the Fu 
0 „ Worthy therefore, worthy, worthy, is the L. 
& that was ſlain to receive Power and Richesa 
| «© Wiſdom and Strength and Honour and on 
__— and Bleſſing, Therefore Bleſſing and Hose 
„ and Glory and Power be unto Him that fitte 
SH e on the Throne, and unto the Lamb for evet i 
| ever.“ Amen. Hallelujah. 


i Mat. xi. 5. 26, 27. John i. 18. 
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; ERRATE . 
9 one 375 |. 1. dele without at the End of the Line 5. 
| are? x. 3% read Receive him in his Offices, P. 52. L 2; . 
2 Hence * ride of fallen R eaſon. Thid. I. 3. read tbe Rebellin 
common Senſe (uſually fo call'd) in Masters of Faith. P. 52. - 
in the Note, read, that Law auritten in the Hearts of all N 


that Law of Right Rea ſon. Pia. F . aa 4 
a e Analg . 2 42 
. 45. W 1 2 
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Unto the = of the Church of E, write, 


&c. Rx v. ii. 1. 


Thou that doſt the Churches bear, 
The Stars in thy right Hand e. 
Who walkeſt zow with jealous Care 
Amidft the Candlefticks of Gold . 
2. Poor, guilty, abject Worms, to Thee | 
In our declining State we call, 
See thy degenerate People ſee, 
Nor let our totteriug Stow fall. 
3. Our Works of Faith thou duce didſt know, 
Our patient Hope and Love, 
We would not bear thy Remiſb Foe, 
We dared, that Auti-Chrift 
4, We tried him by thy 2writien = Yf 
Through all his Snares and Fetters broke, 
As Satan's rpc abhorr'd, 
And caſt away his Iron Pole... |. 
5. Him, and bis Gop, and Sin, and Death 
We more hon. conquer'd tbrough'thy Name: 
Thy Witneſſes reſign'd their Breath, 
And clapt 3 amidſt the Flame, 
6. For their = ſuffering Saviour's Sake 
Immoveable the Champions ſtood, 
Nor fainted at the Rack or Stake, 
But watered all the Church with Blood. 
7. Yet, O] how quickly, Lord, haſt thou 
Whereof thy People to reprove | | 
Fallen, alas! « bu ſeeſt us now 
We not have left our former Love. 
8. Our Wine with Water mix'd, our Gold | 
Is dim, our ſhipwreck'd Faith is dead 4 
No more our Tokens we behold, 
Our Martyrs all“ to Heaven are fled, 


Even our Confeſſors, or r Witneſs to the Goſpel Truths i in 
the loweſt State. 
| | 9. O! 
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9. Ol. could we call to Mind the * 8 42 4 
The glorious Grace from which'we folly + 
Lire oer the ancient Days Y 
+ do the Works thou lo & © wellt | 2 
10. that we might through Thee ry 
And timely turn to Thee and live! 
So ſhould thy Grace our Doom prevent, 
Thou wonldſt abundantly forgive. 
11. Before thou doſt in Vengeance come, 
Our Candlefick far off remove, 
And fix the unalterable Doom; 
O] let us weep, gelieve, and 171 
12. Call on us by thy Spirit, call 
Yet onte again our Church reſtore 
Shew us thy Grace is over all, 
And lift us up to fall #o more.” L 
13. We then the of Faith ſhall Proves. "= 
Nor ſhrink from Perſecution near, - - 
But more than conquer thro thy Love, 
Thy perfe# Love, which caſts out Fear, a 
14. Though Earth and Hell at once 
And Fiend and formal Saints * 
The Synagogue of Satan uge, | 
And threaten us with Racks and fire e ” 
1 5. Bold ſhall we ſtand in thy great Might, 
For JESU'S Sake count all Things Loſs, 
With Beaſts, and Men, and Devi fight 
Beneath the Banner of thy Croſs. | 
16. Make us but faithful unto Dearh, 
Byt arm uz in that fiery Hour; 
And we ſhall all obtain the Wreath, 
And die for Gop,/to die no more +. 


® 1 Pet. iii. 16, 17,18 m— i. 


+ Taken from Mr. Wiley" $ ware to the Seven — 
Lia. Laſt Hymn Book. | Az 
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